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LICENCE STATEMENT 


Thank you for purchasing software from TC Developments, we sincerely hope that you 
enjoy using this package and find it useful. Please read this page carefully as it contains 
notes essential to the correct use of this software package. 


This licence agreement shall be interpreted and governed in accordance with English 
Law. If any of the provisions set out in this licence agreement are deemed invalid or 
unlawful by Law or Act of Parliament the offending statement/s shall be deemed omitted. 


COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 


Ail TC Developments software is protected under English Copyright Law and all 
international treaties relating to intellectual property. No copies of the software or 
documentation may be made by any method whatsoever without the prior written 
permission of the author. The one and only exception to this regards the software. You are 
authorised by TC Developments to make back-ups of the software to protect your 
investment from loss. The aforementioned back-ups may only be made using the 
supplied INSTACL program. You may not use the software in any situation where there is 
the possibility of more than one person using the software at the same time. 


WARRANTY 


TC Developments warrants the physical parts of the package to be free from defects due 
to workmanship for a period of 90 days from the date of purchase. On notification of such 
a fault, TC Developments undertake to replace the defective item. Replacement will be the 
only remedy and shall not include any other damages. 


DISCLAIMER 


TC Developments and the author take absolutely no responsibility for actions taken 
subsequent to the purchase of this package. TC Developments cannot accept 
responsibility for any damages, material, financial, incidental, special, exemplary or 
otherwise arising from the direct or indirect use of this software package, even if 
TC Developments have been advised of the possibility of such damage and loss. Under no 
circumstances will liability ever exceed the purchase price of this package. 


USER SUPPORT 


We believe that the purchase of an item of TC Developments software represents only the 
start of your contact with us. Should you have any queries regarding our software, feel free 
to write or call us. We are always pleased to help our customers wherever possible. 
However, before we can help you, you must have filled in the user registration card at the 
back of this manual. Please do this promptly on ieceiving this package. 


TC Developments, PO Box 15, Wetherby, West Yorkshire, LS22 4ZE. 
Telephone 0937-61145 


» CONTENTS « 
INTRODUCTION 


Minimum requirements 
il Installing ProShare—ST 
iit Running ProShare —ST 


CHAPTER 1: Window, Icons, Menus 


1 Windows 
2 Icons 
2 Menus 


CHAPTER 2: Loading, Saving and Creating Files 
3 The Portfolio file 
The History file 
Creating or Loading a portfolio file 
Creating or Loading a history file 


3 
3 
4 
4 Abandoning files 
& Erasing a file from disk 
5 Saving Work to disk 
5 Viewing Portfolios on disk 
CHAPTER 3: The Portfolio, and how to use if 
6 Adding transactions 
8 Dividends and Interest payments 
9 Moving around the portfolio 


Ne a er eon = ater antene 


a 


9 Searching and Selecting 
11 About selection 

12 Sorting, manual 

13 Sorting, Automatic 

14 Printing transactions 

15 Show information option 
18 Graphing your data 

19 Table of styles available 


20 Analysing shares bought 

20 Changing the portfolio title 

21 Changing the unit of currency 
21 Using the ”Go to no.” function 


CHAPTER 4: The History, and how fo use if 
23 Entering new companies 
24 The cursor and the list 
25 Amending and deleting from the list 
26 Entering data, sub—windows 
29 Searching the list 
30 About selection 
30 Automatic search and select 
Hl Manual (de—)selection 
32 Sorting the company list 
33 Manual sorting 
33 Auto — sorting the price list 


33 
34 
35 
36 
36 
39 
40 
42 


Validating the price lists 
Printing the company list 
Printing a price list 

Price charting & analysis 
Plotting one price 
Plotting several prices 
Point & figure charts 
Show information option 


CHAPTER 5: Chart & Graph manipulation 


aes 
45 
46 
46 
47 
47 
47 
48 


48 


49 
49 
49 
50 
50 
50 


The Graphics window 
Background graph paper 
Setting the Y—Scale 
Changing the Graph type 
The auto—scale modes 
Adding some text 
Changing the text style 
The text orientation 
Changing the text size 
Changing the text mode 
Drawing lines 

Drawing circles 

Drawing boxes 

Printing a key on your graph 
Viewing point values 


Ae RN RN NN Eee ee 


a 
51 


Saving the screen to disk 
Printing the graphics window 


CHAPTER 6: The “Extras” Menu 


53 
53 
54 
54 
54 
56 
56 
56 
57 
58 


The default drive 

Disk free space 

Creating a folder 

Renaming a file 

Running a new program 
Verifying disk data 
Displaying free memory 
Changing the colour scheme 
Getting help 

Setting your preferences 


CHAPTER 7: The Utility programs 


62 
62 
64 
64 
66 
68 


Desk accessories 
COST.ACC 
PROCLOCK.ACC 
PROCALC.ACC 


Export 


Formatting floppy disks 


APPENDIX A: Advanced applications 


A-1 


Recording any data 


A-—2 Chart analysis 


APPENDIX B: Installing your printer 
B-1 Compatibility & Installation 
B-—2 Direct control 
B-3 The ”Printer” menu 


APPENDIX C: The Keyboard shortcuts 


C-—2 Reference list 


APPENDIX D: The “Text-mode” menu 
D-1 The text mode options 


APPENDIX E: The file selector 
E—1 How to use it 


APPENDIX F: How fo fill in a dialogue box 


F—1 The mouse and typing 
F—2 The default button 


APPENDIX G: Recommended reading 
G-1 Books and publications 
G-2 The” Tele—share” service 


APPENDIX H: File formats for programmers 
H-1 ”.PR1” files | 
H-2 ”.PR2” files 
H-3 DEGAS files 


APPENDIX |: Some EPSON Standard printer codes 


1—1 Reference list 


-INTRODUCTION 


Making a working 
copy of ProShare-ST 


( 


AN INTRODUCTION TO PROSHARE-ST 


ProShare—ST is a sophisticated software package for the Atari ST 
microcomputer that aims to make stock market dealings and monitoring 
difficulties a thing of the past. ProShare—ST is capable of keeping a 
record of a vast number of deals, whilst offering you many powerful 
features to manipulate them at lightning speed. 


Also integrated with ProShare—ST is a powerful monitoring system that 
allows you to keep a day—to—day track of the price of shares, and how 
they move. ProShare—ST is capable of charting these prices instantly, 
giving you an instant visual representation of how a company is fairing 
in the market. 


While these two parts of ProShare are essentially mutually exclusive, a 
powerful feature exists that enables you to tell at a glance the value of 
all shares that you have bought, enabling you to react fast to a change in 
market conditions. 


ProShare—ST makes full use of the Atari ST’s GEM interface, placing 
user—friendliness foremost. Well over one hundred menu options ensure 
that nothing is left out of this highly sophisticated package. 


Please note that this manual does not explain the intricacies of dealing 
in the stock market, as this merits a book of it’s own. There are many 
fine publications available that tackle the problem admirably, some of 
which are listed in an appendix at the rear of this manual. 


MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 


You will need at least an Atari 520 ST, a single sided disk drive, and a 
monitor or a television. Greater capacities are available to those with at 


least a Megabyte of memory. 


GEM is a trademark of Digital Research corp. 
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INSTALLING PROSHARE-ST 


Before you can use ProShare —ST properly, you must make a “working 
copy” of the original disks. Although ProShare—ST comes to you on 
two disks, the working copy will quite happily fit on one single sided 
disk. If you are lucky enough to have a hard disk, you can install 
ProShare —ST on any one of your partitions. 

To make a working copy of ProShare—ST, place the original disk 
“TWO” in drive A, and reset your computer. When the desktop appears, 
double —click on the disk drive “A” icon. When the window appears, 
locate the icon “INSTALL.PRG”, and double-click on it. After a few 
seconds of disk access, a picture similar to the one shown in figure 1 will 
appear. 


ProShare-ST Installation program, © 1989 TC Developments 


Bee: Ray 
1 A@ Har 


Figure 1 


The dialogue that you see will not look entirely like this. You will only be 
able to see a part at a time. The program is clever enough to show you 
only what you need to make your selections. Just tell ProShare-—ST 
what your disk drive configuration is, and click on the “Install” button. 
All the necessary instructions for the installation will appear on the top 
line of the screen. ProShare—ST knows whether you are using a colour 
display or a monochrome one, and installs the correct version 
accordingly. 
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lf you are installing on one single sided, or one double sided disk, you 
will have to do a LOT of disk swapping. You only ever have to do this 
installation process once, so please stick with it. If you have a disk 
cacheing program, USE IT. If you have a RAM disk of at least 400K, 
install it and use the hard —disk option. Then copy everything from hard 
disk to your floppy. 

If you are installing with two disk drives, the process is simple and 
you should only have to swap disks once. 

If you are installing to a hard disk, you will need at least 360K of free 
space in your partition. A new folder called PROSHARE will be created, 
and all files placed in it. 


When the installation is complete, you have a working copy of 
ProShare—ST from which to do all your operations. NEVER EVER write 
to your original disks, no matter how innocent you think it is. 


RUNNING PROSHARE-ST 


The program you need to double-click on is called “~PROSHARE.PRG”. 
Hard disk users will find it in the folder called PROSHARE. Floppy disk 
users will find it in the top folder of their working disk. After double — 
clicking, ProShare —ST will auto—load and run. 
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CHAPTER 1 


Windows, Icons and 


( 
Menus 
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WINDOWS 


A window is a method used by ProShare—ST (and just about every 
other serious ST program) to show data to you, the user. The aesthetic 
manipulation of windows is a matter explained in the ST manual, and is 
not discussed here. ProShare—ST uses many windows. The “main 
window” is the window displayed when you first load ProShare—ST. 
Closing this window is the same as quitting the program. Don’t worry, 
you won't lose any work without being warned. 


The “graphics window” is used for displaying graphs and charts. 
Closing this window results in the “Graph” title being disabled (light 
grey). You may only have one graphics window open at a time. 

"Sub—windows” are windows containing price information for 
companies. You find these in the history section, and you can have up to 
five open at any time. 

The “active window” is the one on top of the pile. It has it’s features 
shaded in. All operations take place on the contents of the active 
window or what it represents. 

For those that are still unsure about the meaning of the various 
window parts, figure (i) should help. 


Full screen box 


(GJ Pro-share ST, (cl IC Developments 1988 3/3 
a aa eee See a ee 
2 
Fr 


Close box 
Up a line/record 


Move bar So S$Lider bar 
Page movenent 


Down a2 line/record 


Figure (1) 


Sizer box 
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ICONS 


The icons are the little pictures on the left and bottom of the screen. The 
ones on the left are merely pictures used to represent a menu item. Click 
on them to activate the option. You may drag them to a new place on 
the screen at will. Some of the icons at the bottom of the screen 
represent actions, others reflect the status of some of ProShare’s 
features. More of this later. Figure (ii) shows some icons that ProShare — 
ST uses. (Medium resolution users have only one row) 
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THE MENU 


The menu is the bar across the top line of the screen containing various 
“titles”. Those titles and items in light grey may not be used at that 
time. To choose an item from the menu, move the mouse pointer to the 
title required, and select an item from the menu that appears. If you 
decide against selecting an item, just click outside the menu 
somewhere. Most menu options have an associated keyboard shortcut, 
activated by holding down a special key, and pressing a letter key. You 
will find these documented along with the associated option. There is 
also an appendix at the back of this manual for quick reference. Figure 
(iii) shows ProShare — ST's own menu with a title highlighted 


Graph Extres Text-nede Printer 


elio 
New pertfelie 
Seve Pertfelia F2 
Exanine pertfelies 


Load histor 
New history 
Seve history Fa 


Erase fil eee 
mite Figure (111) 
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CHAPTER 2 


Loading, Saving and 
Creating files 


THE PORTFOLIO FILE 


ProShare—ST uses two types of files, stored on disk, to hold it’s data. 
One of these files is to do with the “portfolio” part of the program, and 
has the default extension ”.PR1”. The portfolio is the part of ProShare — 
ST that keeps a record of all the deals that you do in the stock market. 
Whenever you are editing a portfolio you will notice that the ” Portfolio” 
title in the menu is enabled and can be used. 


THE HISTORY FILE 


The other type of data file is the one containing the data for the 
“history”, having a default file extension of ”.PR2”. The history is the 
part of ProShare—ST that keeps a record of the day—to —day prices of a 
company’s shares. Whenever you are editing a history file, you will 
notice that the ” History” title in the menu is enabled for use. 


CREATING OR LOADING A PORTFOLIC FILE 


The necessary options to do this may be found under the “file” menu 
title. If you have a portfolio that you previously created on disk, select 
the ~Load portfolio” option from the menu and use the file selector to 
choose the name of the fi. 

If you wisn to create a new oorticiio in memory, ready to accept 
deisiis of your deals, then select the “New portfolio” option from the 
menu. 

If you followed these simple steps correctly you shoulc sow have a 
portfolio in memory, ready for editing ...almost! 


Because it is possible to have a history and a portfolio file in memory 


at once you must tell PruShare--ST which one you wish to see ata | 


particular time. To bring the portfolio into view, select inne ~show 
portfolio” option from the ”Edit” menu. If you have just created a new 
portfolio, the only noticeable changes will be that the ” Portfolio” menu 
title will change from light—grey to black, and the main window's title 
will change. Otherwise the first record in the file will be shown in the 
main window. You are now in a position to edit your portfolio. 
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CREATING OR LOADING A HISTORY FILE 


The necessary options to do this may be found under the “file” menu 
title. If you have have a history that you previously created on disk, 
select the ”Load history” option from the menu and use the file selector 
to choose the name of the file. If you find yourself bewildered by the file 
selector, flick to the back of this manual for an explanation on how to 


use it. 


If you wish to create a new history in memory, ready to accept details 
of the companies that you are going to monitor, then select the “New 
history” option from the menu. 


lf you followed these simple steps correctly you should now have a 
history in memory, ready for editing ...almost! Because it is possible to 
have a history and a portfolio file in memory at once you must tell 
ProShare—ST which one you wish to see at a particular time. To bring 
the history into view, select the *Show history” option from the ” Edit” 
menu. If you have just created a new history, the only noticeable change 
will be that the “History” menu title will change from light—grey to 
black. Otherwise the main window will show the list of companies being 
monitored. You may now edit your history file at will. —- 


ABANDONING A FILE IN MEMORY 


Should you decide that the history or portfolio file in memory is no 
longer required, you may remove it, permanently, using the “Abandon 
portfolio” or “Abandon history” options under the “Edit” menu title. 
ProShare—ST will give you an informative warning if you are likely to 
delete any work that you have not saved to disk. 


ABANDONING A FILE ON DISK 


If for some reason you decide that a file on disk is no longer required, 
perhaps the disk ts nearly full, then you can delete it using the ” Erase 
file” option under the “File” title. Please note that erasing a file is a 
pretty drastic action, you will not be able to retrieve your file easily, if at 
all. Using this option is identical to using the mouse to drag a file to the 
dustbin on the ST’s desktop. 
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HOW TO SAVE YOUR WORK TO DISK 


After editing your portfolio or history file, you will want to save your 
work to disk for later retrieval. This is easy. All you need do is select the 
"Save portfolio” or “Save history” option from the menu. Just use the 
file selector in the normal manner to select the name of the file to save. 
lf the name that you choose is the same as one that already exists, the 
old file will be renamed to ” FILENAME.BAK”, where “FILENAME” is the 
name of the file in question. This feature enables you to retrieve the last 
copy of a file in the event of accidental deletion. It is possible to switch 
this feature off using the “Preferences” option that is discussed later. 
Switching this off will result in you saving valuable disk space. 


VIEWING PORTFOLIOS ON DISK 


lf you have stored several portfolio files in one disk folder, you can use 
the “Examine portfolios” option under the “File” title to produce a 
quick —reference list of all their vital statistics. You can even send the 
information to a printer. Don’t forget to set your printer up properly 
before attempting to print. If you are in doubt about how to do this, see 
later in this manual for some help. 


All you have to do is supply the program with the folder where your 
portfolios are, and a list will be produced in the main window of their 
names, titles, total records, and balance. The table produced is quite 
wide so it would be a good idea if you expanded the window to full size 
before using this option. It is useful to note that the files examined by 
ProShare—ST are only those shown in the window of the file selector. 
This means that you can filter out files that you may not want to appear 
in the list. 


And that concludes this chapter. By now you should be able to load, 
save and create portfolios and histories. You should be able to delete 
them from memory and disk, and be able to produce a list of portfolios 
on disk. If you are unable to do any of these, go and practice. Time spent 
now will be made up later on, | guarantee it. 
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has been changed yet. 


Now all you have to do is fill in the editable fields with the required 
information in the normal way. Dates in ProShare —ST are entered in the 
DD/MM/YYYY format. The “price paid” and "sale price” values should 
be entered in pence. The ”Debit” and ” Credit” values should be entered 
in pounds. (You will see how to change the currency names later). 


Notice that as yet there is no provision for the automatic deduction of 
taxes and commission. There is a good reason for this. Taxes vary wildly 
(Do you live in the channel islands ?) and change at every budget. 
Commissions from stockbroker vary equally wildly. The value you enter 
in the “debit” field should be the value of the cheque that you give the 
broker. The value that you enter in the “credit” field should be the value 
of the cheque that you get from your broker or bank. In other words if 
you multiply the *Quantity” by the ”Purchase price” you will not get 
the ” Debit”. The same goes for the ”Sale price” and the ” Credit”. 


Not many people buy and sell their shares at the same time. For this 
reason ProShare—ST allows you to enter just the information about 
buying the share, te. all the fields in the top box. Make sure that at least 
one of the fields in the bottom box is blank so that ProShare —ST knows 
you are entering an incomplete transaction. To clear a field fast, move 
the cursor to the field and press the “Esc” key. 


Now you have entered all the information that you want, you should 
click on one of the buttons at the bottom of the box. If you decide that 
the whole thing was a bad idea then click on “Cancel”. You will be 
returned to the main display. Clicking on the “Add” button adds the new 
transaction to the end of the file in memory. Clicking on the “Amend” 
button alters the transaction currently on display to reflect the values 
you entered. Finally, the “Delete” button permanently removes the 
transaction on display from the file in memory. Obviously, if there are no 
transactions in memory yet then these last two buttons will not have 
any effect. A successfully entered transaction may look like figure 2. 
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You may have a maximum of 2500 transactions in any one file, or 5000 
if you have a one megabyte or greater machine. 


WHAT ABOUT DIVIDENDS & INTEREST ? 


The obvious way to use your portfolio database is in conjunction with a 
bank account, possibly an interest account. Also, if you hold on to your 
shares for a while you may get a dividend cheque from the company 
involved. ProShare —ST allows you to enter this sort of “extra” payment 
into your database. Go up to the ” Portfolio” menu and select the “Extra 
payments” option. You get a very simple dialogue box to fill in, see the 
example shown in figure 3. 


Comment: Brit Aerospace dividend 1988_ 
Value of payment:15 124 


Date: 18/01/1985 : 
: 


Figure 3 
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All you have to tell ProShare is what date it is, how much the extra 
payment was worth, and whether it was deducted or added to your 
account. You also have space for a comment to make it obvious what 
the payment was for. When you have done this, click on one of the four 
buttons at the bottom of the box. The action of these buttons ts 
precisely the same as for the “Add, update, amend” option (see 


previous). 


MOVING AROUND YOUR PORTFOLIO 


The “current transaction” is the one currently being displayed in the 
main window. To change this, analogous to flicking through your box of 
cards, you can use the arrow keys. The UP arrow moves up the file to 
the previous transaction. The DOWN arrow moves down the file to next 
transaction. The arrows on the right of the window do exactly the same 
thing. Pressing SHIFT and the arrow keys takes you to the extremes of 
these limits. SHIFT and down takes you to the last transaction in the file. 
SHIFT and up takes you to the first transaction in the file. 


Finally, the scroll—bar on the main window may be used in the normal 
way. Dragging it around takes you to the appropriate place in the file. 
Clicking on the shaded part of the bar takes you up or down the file by 
one “page”. One page is defined as a certain percentage of the file. 10% 
is the default. You will find out how to use the *Preferences” option to 
change this later. 


SEARCHING & SELECTING 


Now that you have a large number of transactions in your database, 
finding information quickly can be a real headache; the classic problem 
with the archaic card indexes. What if you want to see all the 
transactions where you made a profit greater than 1000, AND where 
you bought less than 500 shares ? In addition, all these transactions 
must have been bought before 10/10/1988. To the traditional method, 
this presents a real problem. Not to ProShare—ST ! 
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To activate the search and select function, take the mouse up to the 
“Portfolio” menu, and select the “Search & select” option. A large, 
rather forboding dialogue box appears. Don’t panic, it’s really quite 
simple. You need only fill in the editable fields with the data defining the 
search conditions. In addition, you must click on the button opposite the 
field that defines the operator you need. If a field is not to take part in 
the search, leave it blank. The operators are, from left to right, equals, 
less—than, greater —than, less —than —or—equal, greater —than —or— 


equal, not—equal. The figure (4) below shows a dialogue filled in with 
the example data above. 


. Transaction search/select fe 


a 

e+ «+ @ - 

2 @ <0 0 00 @ 4 @ "o'e' o"0'e's"0 00 0'0 0070's 0°00 0 6's @ 6100 0.00 0 070 00's 0070 0's 0'e 9 006 0°e © 000 0 00 6 oo 
AX 


Security nane:_____________ 
Purchase date: 18/16/1388 
ss Quantity:586.______ 
Price’ $4103 
Debit) 22-2 ue 


Sale date: _/__/__ 

Sale price tn... 1-— 
Creer. 
p °+1666____ 


Figure 4 


One thing you should make note of: The first letter in the ” Profit” field 
MUST be a ”+” ora ”—” (or left blank if “profit” is not to take part in 
the search), to tell ProoShare—ST whether you are searching for a profit 
or aloss. The “First” and “Last” editable fields should be filled in to the 
first and last transaction numbers that define the range to search. If you 
leave these blank, ProShare —ST defaults to the whole file in memory. 


Now you must choose a button to initiate the search. “Cancel” as usual 
returns you to the main display without doing anything. “Search down” 
searches forward through your file. “Search up” searches in reverse 
order through the file. Whenever a match is found the transaction will be 
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displayed, together with a question box for you to answer. Your choices 
here are limited to continuing the search or stopping there and then and 
returning to the main display. 


SELECTION... 


Let’s go back to the card—index example again. Assuming you managed 
to find all the cards that match the example given above. You have now 
removed them from the box and put them in a separate pile, next to the 
original box. These transactions can be regarded as “selected” in that 
you can do operations ONLY on this new pile, leaving the others 
unaffected. 


ProShare—ST marks transactions that you require as selected with a 
tick and a comment in the bottom left of the main window. Clicking the 
“Select” button in the search dialogue box initiates a search as normal, 
but you are not shown all the transactions that match your criteria, they 
are instead marked as “selected”. You are given the option of de— 
selecting all previously selected transactions before the search takes 
place. On completion of the search, you are informed of the new total of 
selected transactions. 


That is the method of auto—selecting transactions. You can manually 
select them as well. Take yourself up to the ” Portfolio” menu again, and 
play with the “Manual select” and “Manual de-select” options. Their 
action is somewhat self—explanatory. There is also an option that allows 
you to de-select all the transactions in your portfolio. 


SORTING YOUR TRANSACTIONS 


ProShare offers you a powerful “two key” sort feature to keep your 
transactions in the correct order. If you suddenly feel the need to 
rearrange the order in which your transactions are stored in memory, go 
up to the “Portfolio” menu and select the “Sort records” option. 
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You will be presented with a question box asking whether you want to 
sort the records manually or to let the computer do it for you. If all you 
want to do is swap a few transactions around, choose the * manual” 
option. If, however, you wish to re—order the entire portfolio, then 
choose the “automatic” option. We'll discuss these two options 


separately. 


MANUAL SORTING 


You are faced with a fairly simple dialogue box to fill in. You should use 
the display box and sliders to quickly view your portfolio. This does not 
do anything to your file at all, it’s just there for your reference so that 
you can pick out the correct transaction numbers for the editable fields 
below it. All you need to do is tell ProShare—ST the number of the first 
transaction of a block to swap, the number of transactions in this block, 
and the number of the first transaction in the destination block. The 
blocks may not overlap each other or the end of the portfolio. 
Confused ? Figure 5 should make things clear. 


Security mame! Brit Aerospace Ff 
Quantity: 18909 : 
Purchase date: 16/7887 1988 
Price paid! 69396 .80 
Debit: 6960.00 


Sale prices 
Sale date: 
Credit: 


Transee NOes 1 


The above example swaps transactions 3,4,5,6 with transactions 
10,11,12,13. In other words 4 transactions from 3 to 10. Understand 
now ? Obviously you need to click on the “Swap” button to do the 
swap, or “Cancel” to abort to the main display. 


Page 12 


AUTOMATIC SORTING 


The dialogue box you are presented with looks fairly daunting, but ts of 
course easy. The “Primary” sort key tells ProShare how it should sort 
your transactions. You can sort by any of the normal parameters, in 
ascending or descending order. The “Secondary” sort key is optional 
(You can switch it to ascending/descending/off). This is how a 
secondary sort works. Firstly your records are sorted according to the 
primary key. Then, all those contiguous blocks of records where the 
primary keys are equal are sorted according to the secondary key. Quite 


simple really ! 


The “First” and “Last” fields should be filled in with the numbers of the 
first and last transactions to sort. Once again, leaving these blank 
results in the entire portfolio being sorted. If you choose to sort by a 
field that does not yet exist in the “incomplete transactions”, such as 
“sale date”, all the incomplete transactions are collected together and 
placed at one end of the portfolio. Extra payments are always collected 
and placed at one end of the portfolio. 


Figure 5a shows the sort dialogue, filled in for a typical sort application 
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WHAT ABOUT PRINTING MY TRANSACTIONS ? 


Inevitably the time will come when you want to print out your work to a 
printer. But first, before using this option, please ensure that your printer 
is properly installed. To do this, refer to the Chapter entitled “Installing 
your printer”. 


When you have done this, you are safe to print using the option Print 
record/s” under the “Portfolio” title. You will be presented with an easy 
to complete (aren’t they all) dialogue box. The “First” and “Last” fields 
are to be filled in with the first and last transaction numbers to print. 


The “Pre” and “Post” fields are used for sending control codes to your 
printer. The values should be input as two digit hex values. Your printer 
manual invariably contains lists of these codes. The “Pre” codes are 
sent before the title is sent to your printer. The “Post” codes are sent 
after the title is sent to your printer. This enables you to print your title in 
bold, or italics etc. 


You should also decide whether you want the print to be in record or 
tabular format. Record format is identical to the manner in which 
ProShare—ST shows you the transactions on screen. Tabular format 
attempts to build a table containing all the information. This has the 
advantage of looking neat. To use this option you will either need a wide © 
(greater than 80) carriage printer OR you will have to place your printer 
in condensed printing mode. The Epson standard code for condensed 
printing is “OF” (hex). 


The last information required is whether you want the title to be printed 
on all transactions, jus. above the first, or not at all. You should note that 
if you have selected the ” Tabular” format then the “First” and “All” 
buttons mean the samc _ hing. 


lf you want to print the records you give in the ”First” and Last” fields, 
click on the “Print” button. The “Selected” button prints out all the 
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selected transactions, and the *Cancel” button aborts and returns you 


to the main display. 


The example in figure 6 prints transactions 4,5,6,7 in record format, 
with the title printed at the top, in double width emphasised mode. The 


data itself is printed in normal text. 
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11/87/1989 
25/04/1989 06/06/1989 
18/06/1989 11/87/1989 
28/06/1989 11/87/1989 
19/87/1989 


NOD 
1 records! Hax Profit: 
_ Selected: 8 Max Loss: .68 


Figure 7 


The main box in the dialogue shows a list of the transactions in your 
portfolio, in abbreviated form. Only the name, quantity, purchase and 
sale dates and profit are shown. The slider bar at the right of the box can 
be used in the normal manner to scroll through the list. 


The three buttons immediately below the information box determine 
what information is actually shown. If you click the “All” button, all the 
transactions in your portfolio are shown. If you click the ” Selected” 
button, all the transactions that you have marked as selected are shown. 
If you click the “Supplied” button, the first and last transaction 
numbers are taken from the editable fields on the immediate right of the 


“Supplied” button. 


The box at the bottom of the dialogue shows all the information 
regarding the transactions being shown in the main information box. You 
can see at a glance the amount of transactions being shown, the most 
profit you made on one deal, the greatest loss you made on one deal, 
the amount of selected transactions, and the total profit/oss (balance) 
of all the transactions being shown. 


The button labelled “Include extras in statistics” is a switch. With it 
selected, the value of any extra payments is taken into account when 
calculating the total profit. With it off, extras are ignored from the total 


a OnE 


Page 16 


pec nS a 1 Eo V'-_ 


profit value. 


Finally, you can get a quick statement printed of all the information in 
the bottom box. Just click the “Print statement” box. An example 
statement is shown below: 


Statement for Demo portfolio file 
On 15/10/1988 at 15:44 


Transactior:s: 5 
Selected: 0 

Max. profit: 1029.50 

Min. profit: .00 


Balance: +1783.00 Sample statement 


The date and time at the top are taken from the system clock, which 
you can set using the “About ProShare” option from under the first 
menu title. As with all printing, please ensure that you have read the 
section entitled “Installing your printer” before attempting to print. 


When you have finished examining your financial situation, click on the 
“Okay” button to return to the normal display. 
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GRAPHING YOUR INFORMATION 


ProShare—ST allows you to represent your information as a graph, for 
clear presentation and analysis. To activate this function, select the 
“Graphical analysis” option from the ” Portfolio” menu. The inevitable 


dialogue box looks like figure 8, shown below. 
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+ 
+ 


e 
¢ 
a 
o 
4 


sosesets 
PMMA AAR AD AR AAR AAAS 


7 


¢ 
° 


° 
od 
oa 


° 
+ 
¢ 


car 


The top six buttons represent the choices of variable that you are 
allowed to graph. The obvious choice is graphing the profit made on 
your transactions but the others are there just in case. 


The next set of buttons define the type of graph and it’s style. You can 
have a bar/line/both (bar and line)/pie chart. The “Dotted” and ”Cross— 
hatch” buttons offer you a choice of interior pattern for your bar graphs 
or pie charts. Line graphs are unaffected by this choice. You should set 
the style value to one of the numbers from the chart printed in figure 9. 
Note that there are more dotted styles than cross —hatch styles. 
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The “From” and ”To” editable fields are only relevant if you are not 
going to graph the transactions marked as “selected”. “From” is the 
number of the first transaction to have one of it’s values graphed. 
“Last” is the number of the last transaction involved in the graphing. If 
you leave these fields blank ProShare—ST defaults to all the 
transactions in the portfolio. 


Lastly, click one of the buttons at the bottom to draw the graph. 
“Supplied” takes it’s values from the “First” and “Last” fields. 
”Selected” uses all the transactions marked as selected, and “Cancel” 
aborts and returns you to the main display. 


If all has gone well, a new window will open with your graph in it. In 
addition to that, the “Graph” title will cease to be disabled, allowing you 
access to the wide range of functions available for manipulation of your 
graph. See a later chapter for a complete discussion of graph 
manipulation. The new window may be sized and moved in the normal 
manner. 
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ANALYSING SHARES THAT YOU'VE BOUGHT 


Suppose you have been using the “History” section of ProShare—ST to 
keep track of the day to day price changes of a particular share. 
Eventually you decide that the time is right for a purchase to be made. 
You buy a number of shares and enter the details into your portfolio as 
an “incomplete transaction”. Using this option you can keep a record of 
how your investment is fairing over the days. To activate it, select the 
“Analyse shares held” option from the ” portfolio” menu. You must have 
the history file containing the data for the “incomplete transactions” in 
memory. If all is OK you will see something like figure 10. 


Security nane: 
Number held: 18668 
Bought at: 698.868 


You paid: 6368.88 


i Current price: 725.68 
ey You stand to gain: 27668.868 
em Percentage rise: 3.864 


Figure 10 


Use the sliders in the normal way to scroll through all your incomplete 
transactions. The data in the box will change accordingly. See how easy 
it is to show how your investments are performing ! When you are 
satisfied that you have seen enough, select the “Okay” button to return 
to the main display. | 


CHANGING THE TITLE OF YOUR PORTFOLIO 


All portfolios have a title that you use to give yourself some idea of what 
the file contains. For example, you may decide to keep all your Brewery 
investments in one file, and your Electrical investments in another. 
Choosing an intuitive title allows you to use the “Examine portfolios” - 
option to maximum effect. ProShare—ST does not use the title in any 
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operations at all, it’s just there for your convenience. 


When you create a new portfolio, it is given the default title ” Untitled”. 
Can you see it at the top of the window ? To change this, select the 
“Change title” option from the ” Portfolio” menu. Just edit the dialogue 
box to contain your new title, then select “Okay” or “Cancel” if you 
- made a mistake or changed you mind. The title at the top of the main 
window. will change to reflect your choice. 


CHANGING THE UNIT OF CURRENCY 


By default, ProShare—ST is set up to use pounds and pence as it’s 
currency. You may change this to any other currency AS LONG AS the 
main unit of currency (pounds) contains ONE HUNDRED of the smaller 
units (pence). The only function of the currency name is aesthetic. 
ProShare —ST does not care in the slightest what you call your currency, 
it never even looks at the name in fact. 


To change the currency, select the “Change currency” option from 
under the “Portfolio” menu. The dialogue box provides you with the 
previous currency names which you should edit to your choices. Select 
“Okay” or “Cancel” accordingly when you have finished. 


MOVING AROUND YOUR PORTFOLIO 


In addition to using the arrow keys and sliders for wandering about your 
portfolio file, you can use the “Directly go to no.” option that is located 
under the ” Portfolio” menu. 


The dialogue box is simple, all it requires from you is the number of the 
transaction that you wish to make “current”, ie. the one being displayed 
in the main window. If you supply a number that is beyond the number 
of the last transaction in the portfolio, ProoShare—ST will default to the 
last one. 
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THE KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS 


All the options available for manipulating your portfolio are available 
through keyboard shortcuts. This involves holding down the ALTERNATE 
key and pressing a letter. To find a list of these keys, refer to the 
appendix at the end of this manual. | 
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CHAPTER 4 


The History, and | 


how to use it 


A FEW SHORT WORDS... 


The history part of ProShare —ST allows you to keep a record of the day 
to day price changes of shares. To make the best use of this section you 
will need access to a quality daily newspaper or some other publication 
that prints the Stock Market prices daily. 


This section of ProShare—ST uses multiple windows to represent it’s 
information. It is essential to note that when you select an option from 
‘the menu ProShare—ST looks to see which window is “active”, then 
takes the appropriate course of action. So if you select an option and it 
zappears that you have been given the wrong dialogue box, don't panic, 
‘just take a look at which window is “active”. You probably activated the 


‘wrong one. 


‘You were shown earlier on how to load or create a new history. Before 
you can use the history options you must select the ” Show history” 
“Edit” menu). This has the effect of enabling the “history” menu. If 
che history file has already got some entries in it, they will be brought 


‘ko view automatically. 


SINTERING NEW COMPANIES 


rst of all you should ensure that the main window is active (It probably 
‘already is). Now go up the “history” menu and select “Add, update, 
‘gmend”. You will get a small dialogue box looking something figure 11. 
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The editable field that you see should be filled in with the name of the 
company that you wish to monitor. That's all the typing you need to do. 


To add the company to the list, just select the “Add” button. The new 
name will be appended to the bottom of the list. You should see the new 
name appear in the main window, together with some meaningless (at 
the moment) information. Users with 512K machines may have up to 
fifty companies in one file, users with at least 1024K can have up to 
one —hundred companies in one file. 


THE COMPANY LIST 


The list of companies in the main window is presented something like 
this... 


Alexander HI¢ 37.00 30,00 41,00 (118) 
Appleyard 138.68 138.08 182.88 (118) 
cee | RR Be ain 
ostrorn ® e ‘ » 
Brit Aerospace 670.68 551.80 741.88 (118) Example list 


The name on the left is obviously the name of the company, the same 
one you entered in the “Add, update, amend” option. The three numbers 
are, from left to right, the current price, the lowest price, and the highest 
price. These are taken from the price information that you supply (see 
later). The final number in square brackets indicates the number of 
prices that you have entered so far. ProShare—ST can hold up to 365 
prices per company. 


THE CURSOR 


What's a cursor ? | hear some of you shout. The cursor is that black bar 
that you can see, highlighting one of the company names. The cursor is 
used to indicate which particular name some of the operations should 
use. Later on you will discover that the “sub—windows” each have their 
own cursor. The one that you control is the one in the active window. 
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Ease 


Control over the cursor is achieved in much the same way as you 
controlled the “current transaction” in your portfolio. The up and down 
arrow keys, and the window arrows, take the cursor up and down the 
list of companies or prices. Pressing the SHIFT key and one of the up or 
- down arrows results in you being taken to the extreme top or bottom of 
the list of companies or prices. The proportional box indicators at the 
right of the window can be clicked and dragged in exactly the same way 
as you would do with one of GEM’s desktop windows. The contents of 
the window will change to reflect the current slider position. 


Apart from the keyboard, the cursor can be positioned using the 
mouse. Just place the mouse pointer over the name or price that you 
wish to highlight, and click the button once and fairly quickly. Don't 
double click or hold the button down unless you know what you are 
doing. 


DELETING FROM THE LIST 


Removing a company from the list is a drastic option. You will not only 
lose the company, but you will lose all the prices you have entered for 
that company. Don’t worry, ProShare—ST will not let you delete 
anything without asking you whether you are quite sure you know what 
you are doing. ! 3 


To make the actual delete, move the cursor over the company that you 
wish to delete. Now select the “Delete record/item” option from the 
“History” menu. After telling the question box that you are sure, the 
company will be removed from the list. There is another way of deleting 
a company from the list, use the “Delete” button contained in the 
dialogue box that you get when you select the “Add, update, amend” 
option. Once again the company under the cursor is the one that will go. 


CHANGING A COMPANY'S NAME 


Should you decide that you got a company’s name wrong, or perhaps 
the company changed their name (it happens !), then you will have to 
change the name in your list. This is how to do it. 
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Move the cursor over the name of the company that you wish to change. 
Now select the “Add, update, amend” option from the ”* History menu”. 
The current name of the company will already be in the editable field for 
you to alter. Just change it to whatever the new name is and select the 
“Amend” button. The new name will appear in the list. Note that this 
option does not destroy any price information that you may have 
entered, everything remains intact. 


ENTERING SOME PRICE DATA:- 
HOW TO USE SUB-WINDOWS 


Firstly, let’s say something about sub—windows. Every company name 
that you see in the main window conceals a list of prices associated 
with it. These are the prices that you enter every day. Io see this list, you 
need to open a sub—window. To do this, move the cursor in the main 
window to the name of the company that you wish to look at. Now 
either use the “Expand window” option from the ” History” menu, or 
use the mouse to “double —click” on the name of the company. 


If you did this correctly, a sub —window similar to the one shown below 
in figure 12 will appear. 


A File Edit Pertfalie iste Graph Extras Text-node Printer 
oe Pro-share ST, (c) TC Developments 1988 


)0Biareueeatins Orit Rerespace Haauitieeie % 

71/04/1959 

5 25/04/1989 

26/64/1385 

27/04/1583 

28/64/1588 

29/84/1989 

Pd veges 63/03/1989 
Ce Dente 84/85/1989 586.88 
‘ 63/65/1989 398.68 


ee? ti te?t?eei 


fie lowe oso lone nm “oem ioe ove imeem} = Figure 12 
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The new window that has opened will automatically be made active. 
That means that all the commands you give will work on that window. 
You notice that the title of the window is the same as the company 
name. This is to let you know at a glance where the window came from. 
'f the window you opened already has some prices in it you will see 
-sother black cursor positioned over the first price, otherwise the 
sindow will appear blank. 


fou may open up to five sub—windows at any one time. You can even 
»pen several sub —windows in the same company. These windows are 
ntelligently linked in that a change made in one window will be reflected 
automatically in all other windows. 


GET ON WITH IT ! 


You are now ready to add some new price data to these sub—windows 
that you have been playing with. If you are adding the first price to the 
window then you need only select the “Add, update, amend” option 
from the “History” menu. Otherwise you need to move the cursor to the 

position in the list where you want to add the new price. In normal 
sircumstances this will be at the bottom of the list, you can do this by 
sressing SHIFT and the down arrow. 


~ Notice that the dialogue box that you are given differs from the one you 
jot when you were adding company names to the list. This is your first 
axample of ProShare —ST taking in the situation and intelligently offering 
you the appropriate choice. 


Developments 1988 


Prom share ST, (c) T 
Oh \TRA : 


Alex 
apple 08/03/1985 , 


: 4% One 
Date: EEN : 


Figure 13 
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Now you must make a decision. The first editable field that asks you for 
a change/new value requires a number from you. lf you are adding the 
first price to the window, you should enter the share price. You should 
also enter the actual price if you are planning to amend the price that is 
under the cursor position. However if you are adding a new price to the 
end of the list, or a new price somewhere in the middle of the list, then 
you should enter the CHANGE of price. This means that you will also 
have to select one of the buttons labelled “Rise” and ” Fall”. 


Since you are likely to get a large amount of mileage out of these two 
buttons, we have made them activate—able from the keyboard. The 
“+4” key on your numeric keypad is equivalent to clicking on the ” Rise” 
button, and the ”—” key is equivalent to the ”Fall” button. 


Now all you must do is enter the date of the change in DD/MM/YYYY 
format, where DD is the day, MM is the month and YYYY is the year. 


If you choose the “Add” button the new price will be added to the list. If 
the cursor is at the end of the list, the new price will be added to the end 
of the list. If the cursor is somewhere in the middle of the list then the all 
the prices from the one under the cursor to the last one are moved down 
to make space for the new one. Prices may not fall below zero or rise 
above about 10 million pence (somewhat unlikely Ht). 


If you choose the “Amend” button the price under the cursor will be 
changed to reflect the data that you supplied. Remember that the price 
you supply is the actual price, not a change in price. 


If you choose the “Delete” button the price under the cursor will be 
deleted from the list, all other prices are moved up to fill the space that 
is left. “Cancel” does of course return you intact to the main display. 


Before you continue it is recommended that you get the “feel” of 
entering price data. Let’s face it, you will be doing a lot of it. If you can 
move down a list of companies entering the new day’s price into each 
one in less than ten seconds you are doing well. 


I 
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SEARCHING THE LIST 


Firstly, well deal with how to search the list of company names that 
you have on display in the main window. Before you can do this, you 
must ensure that the main window is active (if it’s not, click on it)..Now 
select the “Search & select” option from the “History” menu. You will 
get a dialogue box, that, when filled in, looks a lot like figure 14. 


?¢ * ° 

; ove *, *,° . tele 
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The only editable field that you have to fill in is the one that asks for the 
name of the security (another name for “company”) to search for. You 
then click on one of the ”~=” or %«” (not equal) buttons to select 
whether the search should look for names that match (” =”) or don't 
match (*«”) the one you supply. 


The “Stop and ask” and ”First=match” buttons represent a choice 
for you. The * Stop and ask” button, if selected, will cause the search to 
present you with a question about whether to continue or not whenever 
the search criteria is satisfied. The ”First=match” button, if selected, 
causes the search to be immediately satisfied with the first match it 
finds. You will be returned to the main display without being asked. 


The “Expand on match” button is a toggle switch. If selected it 
causes ProShare—ST to open a sub—window automatically when the 
search is satisfied. This happens immediately if the ”First=match” 
button is selected, if not, it happens when the “Stop” option is selected 
from the question box. 


Click on the “Search” button to initiate the search, or “Cancel” to abort 
the search and return to the main display. Lastly, you should be aware 
that the search always starts from the company at the cursor position 


and ends at the last company in the list. 


A BIT ABOUT “SELECTION” 


What is “selecting” ? The principle of selection was explained in the 
instructions for the “portfolio” section of ProShare —ST. But we will go 
over it again here as it’s quite an important feature. 


Every price that you enter in the whole of ProShare—ST has a status 
associated with it. It is either “selected” or “normal”. By default, all 
prices are “normal”. You can distinguish a selected price from a normal 
one by a tick on the left of the date associated with the price. Selected 
prices are marked with the tick. Various options in ProShare—ST’s 
“history” section give you the choice of using all the prices in the sub— 
window, or, just the selected ones. This method of selection allows you 
to choose exactly which prices an option uses. 


AUTOMATIC SEARCH & SELECT 


To use the search & select option on a list of prices, first ensure that the 
sub —window that you want is active. To make a window active, click on 
it. Then select the “Search & select” option from the “history” menu. 
You will get a dialogue box that looks like figure 15 when filled in... 
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You should fill in the editable fields with the date and price that you wish 
to search for. The buttons on the right of these fields tell ProShare —ST 
exactly what condition should satisfy the search. For example, the above 
example searches for all prices on or after 10/12/1988, and that are less 
than 100p. Quite simple really. The field right at the top asks you for how 
many items should be searched. The search always starts from the 
cursor position. If you leave this field blank, the search defaults to the 
entire list starting from the cursor position. 


If you select the “Search” button, the search will go ahead in the 
normal way, giving you a question box every time a match is found. If 
you select the “Select” button the search will NOT stop and ask you 
each time a match is found. Instead, all prices that match the search 
criteria are marked as “selected”. As usual the “Cancel” button returns 
you to the main display. 


MANUAL (DE-)SELECTION 


lf the facilities offered by the automatic selection option are not quite 
enough, you can select and de —select manually. 


To select a single price, ensure the appropriate sub—window is active, 
move the cursor over the price and select the “Manual select” option 
from the “history” menu. 


To de-select a single price, follow the same procedure as above, but 
select the “Manual deselect” option from the “history” menu. 


To de—select an entire sub —window, or all the sub—windows, follow the 
same procedure as above but select the ”Clear all selected” option from 
the “history” menu. You should consider your answer to the question 
box carefully. One option de—selects ALL prices in ALL sub—windows. 
One de-selects all the prices in the active sub—window and the other 
one cancels the option. 
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is the option you use to correct that. It is really quite essential that your 


list is in the same order as that pr 
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If you use the “manual select” and “manual deselect” options when 
in f 


the main window is active, ProShare—ST assumes that you want to 
can end up in all sorts of confusion. To sort the names you should 


ensure that the main window is active, then select the ”Sort items/ 
names” option from the “History” menu. A nice small dialogue box 


under the cursor. You are offered a question box telling you what you 
appears, looking like the one 


have done, and asking if you are really sure. 


SORTING THE COMPANY LIST 
If for some reason your list of compan 


select or de-select all the pr 


Figure 16 
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“Ascending” 


refer to whether the names will be sorted 
ditable field that you 


iS iS one e 


tous ~Cancel”. 


iqui 


the cursor position or from the top of the list. You MUST fill in the 


number of names (“items”) to sort, th 
can't leave blank. Now just select one of the exit buttons, ”Sort” or the 


alphabetical or reverse — alphabetical order. The sort may also start from 


The buttons need almost no_ explanation. 


“Descending” 


ub 


A QUICK MANUAL “SORT”... 


In addition to the automatic sort described above, there exists a simple 
way of swapping the position of two companies in the main list. 


All you need to do is click and hold the mouse button over one of the 
companies that you wish to swap. An animated box will appear that 
represents the company. Drag this box over the other company to swap, 
and release the mouse button. A question box will appear, informing you 
of what you did and asking you whether it was correct. Just answer the 
box as you see fit. 


AUTO-SORTING THE PRICES 


If your price list has got out of order for some reason or other, you will 
need to restore order using this option. Ensure that the appropriate 
sub —window is active, and select the “Sort items/names” option from 
the “History” menu. You will get exactly the same dialogue box as 
above. 


This time the “Ascending” and “Descending” option refer to the dates 
associated with the prices in the list. You will almost always select the 
“Ascending” button here. The remaining buttons have exactly the same 
function as in the above option. 


VALIDATING THE PRICE LISTS 


After you have entered a days prices you should always check to see if 
you have made any mistakes. During testing this program it was found 
that the most common mistake was to enter a price in the wrong place, 
such as in the middle of a list, or to enter the incorrect date for a price. 
This option checks the entire list of companies for an incorrect order of 
dates. 


lt doesn’t matter which window is active, just select the ” Check item 
order” option from the “History” menu. You will get a question box 
(figure 16a) that asks you whether your dates or in ascending or 
descending order. 


eT 
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Are your items in order of 
STOR ascending or descending date ? 


When you have made your choice, ProShare—ST will go ahead and 
perform the checking. If all is OK, you will simply be returned to the 
main display, you will be told nothing. If, however, one or more of your 
companies had a bad date order you will be informed of each one as it Is 
found. 


Figure 16a 


PRINTING THE COMPANY LIST 


Before you attempt any of ProShare—ST’s options that involves printing, 
please be sure to read the section entitled “Installing your printer”. 


OK, you are about to learn how to get that list of companies that you 
have in the main window, on to paper. Firstly, ensure that the main 
window is active, then select the “Print performance” option from the 
” History menu”. 


The dialogue box will ask you for the number of names that you wish to 
print, and whether this list starts at the cursor position or from the first 
name in the list. The editable field entitled ~Ctri:” is where you enter a 
list of printer control codes that you want sending to the printer. These 
codes should be entered in the two digit hexadecimal format. Your 
printer manual will contain a list of all these codes. These codes are the 
first things to be sent to your printer. 


As an example, figure 17 prints 10 names from the cursor position, and 
they. are all printed in double width mode on an Epson standard printer. 
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Figure 17 


ID PAA 


You should select the ”Print” button to go ahead and print the price list, 
or “Cancel” to go back to the main display. 


PRINTING A PRICE LIST 


Before attempting to print, remember to read the section entitled 
“Installing your printer”. 


Before attempting to print the price list, ensure that the correct sub— 
window is active. You should also position the cursor over the first price 
that you want to print. Now select the ” Print performance” option from 
the “History menu”. You will get a simple dialogue box that looks like 


figure 18. 
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You will see that there is another ”Ctrl:” field to fill in, see the above 
explanation of what a control code is and how to use them. If you don't 
want to send any codes, leave this field clear. 


If you intend to print out only the prices marked as “selected” then 
there is no need to fill in the “Print ____ items” field, just click on the 
“Selected” button. Otherwise you should fill in this field and click on 
the “Supplied” button. As usual you should click on the ”Cancel” 
button if you decide against printing. 


PRICE CHARTING & ANALYSIS 


Without doubt, this is the most important part of your analysis. 
Examination of the charts produced by this option can reveal at a glance 
when you should and should not invest. 


PLOTTING FROM ONE PRICE LIST 


Firstly ensure that the correct sub—window is active. If you are not 
intending to plot only the prices marked as “selected” you should 
ensure that the cursor is over the first price to be plotted, normally the 
first one in the list. Now select the “Graph performance” option from 
the “History” menu. This is what you see (figure 19). 
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Figure 19 
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Do not panic, there are a lot of options, but it’s really quite simple, as | 
am about to explain to you. 


The “Graph how many items ?:” editable field is self explanatory and 
need not be filled in if you are planning to graph the “selected” items. 
Otherwise, leaving it blank results in ProShare—ST defaulting to the 
entire list from the cursor position to the end. 


The “Style:” field should be filled in with the number of the style that 
the Bar graphs and pie charts use. This option is not necessary if you are 
going to draw a line graph (most likely). There is a picture of all the 
styles available earlier in this manual. Remember to set the ” Dotted” or 
”“Cross—hatch” options as well. 


The three buttons below control the type of ”“y” axis scale that your 
chart will have. “From zero scale” means that the first value on the 
scale will be zero, the last value will be the greatest price to be plotted. 
The “Manual scaling” option requires you to fill in the two fields that 
the arrow points to. You supply the values that will be used to scale the 
"“y” axis. If you select the “Range scale” option, the minimum value on 
the ”“y” axis will be the lowest price to be plotted. Similarly the 
maximum value on the ”y” axis will be the highest value to be plotted. 
This last option is the one that you are most likely to use. 


The four buttons grouped below control the type of graph that you will 
get. There is a choice between bar, line, bar and line, and a pie chart. It is 
more than likely that you will always use the line graph for this option. 


Finally, we have the moving averages. Moving averages are one of the 
methods that professionals use to analyse a share price. As you can see, 
ProShare—ST allows you to plot two separate moving averages. You 
must supply the time span for each one. The best way to describe the 
moving average is by example. If you use a ten day moving average (a 
time span of 10), a second line is plotted on your chart. It represents the 
average price over the last ten days. Obviously you must have more than 
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ten prices in your list to do this. Technical analysts attach great weight 
to moving averages, in particular they have found that if you plot two 
moving averages, one with four times the time span of the other then 
things start to happen. When these two averages cross, and at least one 
of them is moving upwards you have what is called a Golden Cross”. 

This means something significant has happened and you should 
consider some action. If, however, both moving averages are going 
down, this is known as a “Dead Cross” and is regarded by analysts as 


bad news. 


On your chart, the two moving averages are plotted in dotted and 
dashed lines to distinguish them from the actual price. Figure 20 below 
shows an example of a share price plotted using 10 and 40 day moving 
averages. The Golden Crosses are highly visible. 
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Finally when you have decided on all your graphics options, select one 
of the exit buttons. If you have done everything correctly, you will see a 
new window open with your graph inside it. Also, the ” Graph” title will 
become enabled, allowing you access to the wide range of graph 
manipulation commands. These are fully discussed later on. 
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PLOTTING SEVERAL PRICE LISTS 


ProShare —ST allows you to plot the prices of several company’s shares 
on one chart. This is very handy for comparisons, not necessarily to 
another company’s shares (see “Advanced applications”). To initiate 
this option, ensure that the main window is active, then select the 
“Graph performance” option. The dialogue box is a complicated one, 
but with a little patience all will be revealed. 
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Figure 21 


The box on the top left of the dialogue displays a list of all the 
companies in your file. You can use the up and down arrows and sliders 
to control which portion of the list is visible. Notice the five fields on the 
right, numbered 1—5. This is where you enter the names of the 
companies that you wish to plot. You can either type the names of the 
companies directly, or, use the mouse to “drag” their names over from 
the list on the left. You can enter just one, or up to five companies for 
the plot. 


There are three buttons below that you use to select the type of graph 
that you want. You get the choice of a “stacked bar”, a “normal bar” or 
a “~multi—line” graph. 


The “Dotted” and ”Cross—hatched” buttons, together with the 
“Style” field mean the same as usual (see earlier). Only this time the 
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“Style” does affect line graphs. There are seven line styles, you supply 
the style number for the first line. The number will be incremented for 


each successive line. 


The last set of buttons and fields are quite important. If you select the 
“Selected” button, all the prices marked as “selected” are plotted. 
Otherwise you MUST fill in the “First:” and “Last:” fields to show 
ProShare—ST which prices to plot. If you supply a “Last:” value that 
overlaps the end of any of the price lists, ProShare—ST will plot all the 
points from the ”First:” number to the end of the list. 


To draw the graph, select the “Graph” option. If all is in order a graph 
window should open, and the * Graph” menu will be enabled. To cancel 
the option and return to the main display, select the “Cancel” option. 


PLOTTING A POINT & FIGURE CHART 


If you are a newcomer to investing on the stock market, then you 
probably haven't got the faintest idea what a ” Point & Figure” chart is. 
Do not worry, they are not all that complicated. Put simply, the chart 
ignores small insignificant changes in the share price. There is also no 
X —axis, as time is insignificant. No mark is made on the chart unless the 
price moves by an amount that you specify. In addition to that, a new 
vertical column is only entered if the price changes in direction. For 
example, if a price spends ages fluctuating between 100 and 104p and 
you specify a significant price of 5p, no mark will be made until the price 
moves by AT LEAST 5p. 


To draw the point and figure chart, ensure that the correct sub— 
window is active, and select the ” Point & figure chart” option from the 
“History menu”. You will get a simple box looking something like figure 
21a. 


If you are not going to chart the prices marked as “selected” then 
you must fill in the “Chart how many values field”. Otherwise leaving it 
blank results in all the prices from the cursor position to the end of the 
list being charted. You must always supply the ’Significant price step” 
value (see above). 
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Clicking on the “Selected” exit button causes all the prices marked as 


selected to be involved in the plotting of the chart. If you click the 
“Supplied” button, a block of prices starting under the cursor and of the 


size you specified will be plotted. The “Cancel” button has it’s usual 
function of returning you intact to the main display. 


Figure 21b shows a typical point and figure chart 
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QUICK INFORMATION 


It’s all very well having a list of companies that you update every day, 
but how do you know which ones are showing great fluctuations in 
price ? The answer so far is to chart each one individually, picking out 
those that interest you. This is a very acceptable method, but a long — 
winded one. Using the “Show information” option you can tell very 
quickly what's doing what and when. 


To select the option, go to the “History” menu and select the “Show 
information” option. Figure 22 shows an example of what you might 
see. 
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Figure 22 


The box on the left shows you all the companies in your list. You 
should use the arrows and sliders in the normal way to select which 
portion of your list is visible. Whenever you wish to see information on 
one of the companies, simply click on it’s name. The box on the right 
changes to display the vital statistics pertaining to that company. The 
three prices displayed are self —explanatory. The top two dates are taken 
from the first and last prices in the list. They should give you a good 
indication of the time span covered by the information. Alternatively, the 
box on the right can be changed to display a mini chart. You will find this 
to be an excellent method of visualising what is going on. The button 
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below the company list always shows the opposite of what is on display. 
In other words, when you click on it, it does what it says. 


lf you are displaying as a chart, a new set of sliders and buttons will 
appear. The “scale” can be changed by clicking on the up and down 
arrows. The “scale” number defines the gap between the points when 
they are plotted on the mini chart. If there is more to the chart than can 
be displayed in the box, you can use the slider and its controls to change 
the displayed area. 


Now for another interesting bit. The three graphic bars at the bottom of 
the box are designed to show you the current, highest and lowest prices 
in proportion to each other. If you consider these bars for what they are, 
you can get a quick indication of what the price is doing. For example, if 
the “maximum” and “current” prices are both at their greatest length, 
and the “minimum” bar is about half the length it is worth charting the 
share because it has doubled in price. 


When you have seen enough, click the “Okay” button to exit. 


And that concludes the chapter explaining the functions relating to the 
“History” part of ProShare—ST. Nearly all the functions documented in 
this chapter are available via a keyboard shortcut. As a general rule, all 
“History” keyboard shortcuts involve you holding down CONTROL and 
pressing an alphanumeric key. You can find all these keyboard shortcuts 
documented in an Appendix at the rear of this manual. 
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CHAPTER 5 


Chart and Graph 


Manipulation 


CHART & GRAPH MANIPULATION 


When you draw a graph or chart using ProShare —ST’s functions, a wide 
range of manipulation features become available to you. You can find 
just about all of these under the ~Graph” menu. In addition, there are 
many keyboard and icon activated features to add that professional 
touch to your charts. 


THE GRAPHICS WINDOW 


The “graphics” window is the window that opens up when you 
successfully complete one of the graph or chart dialogue boxes. It is 
easily identifiable because it’s title is always “Graphics window” and 
always has graphics inside it, rather than text. 


The graphics window may be manipulated in all the normal ways that 
are available to GEM windows. Notice that your graph always 
intelligently re—scales itself to fit in the new window’s size. Whenever 
you draw a graph, and intend to edit and touch it up, the first thing that 
you should always do is decide on it’s size and position. This is because 
re—sizing and re—positioning the window causes it to re—scale and 
draw itself, resulting in the loss of any text that you may have added. 


There are three options under the *Graph” menu that you can use for 
manipulating the window. The “Bring to front” option makes the 
graphics window active. The ~Send to back” option makes the main 
window active. This has the effect of sending the graphics window to 
the back of the screen. The ”Close window” option closes the graphics 
window and disables the “Graph” menu. You are now able to draw 
another graph. 
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BACKGROUND GRAPH PAPER 


If you look behind your graph, you will see a dotted grid that represents 
the “graph paper”. It is possible to change the size of the grid boxes 
using the “Preferences” option under the ”Extras” menu. See later for 
the ” Preferences” option. 


It is also possible to change the pattern of the grid, and also whether 
the grid lines should be drawn horizontally, vertically or in both 
directions. To do this, select the ”“Background grid” option from the 
“Graph” menu. You should see something not unlike figure 23. 
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Figure 23 


The top two buttons are simple. If the ~ Horizontal” button is highlighted 
the grid will be drawn horizontally. If the ” Vertical” button is highlighted 
the grid will be drawn vertically. If both the buttons are highlighted the 
grid will be drawn in both directions. 


The pattern of dots below represent the line style that your grid is 
drawn with. You can change this pattern by just clicking on the dots. 
When the line is drawn, the pattern is taken from the pattern that you 
set here, and repeats after sixteen dots. 


After you have set the size and position of your graphics window, 
setting the grid size and style is the next thing that you should do. 
Because, like re—sizing the window, changing the grid causes the entire 
graphics window to be re —drawn. 
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SETTING THE Y-SCALE 


If you are not drawing a pie—chart, you will notice that the scale 
numbers positioned on the “Y” axis are all evenly spaced from each 
other. You can change this spacing using the ” Preferences” option from 
under the “Extras” menu. See next chapter for an explanation of the 
“Preferences” option. If you set the ” Y—scale step” to the same as the 
“Grid box width”, the numbers can be made to coincide with the 
horizontal grid lines. This effect looks pleasing and can aid the reading of 
a graph. 


After you have set the size and position of the window, and the grid 
style, then you should set the Y—scale spacing. This is because the 
entire graphics window is re—drawn after using this option. 


CHANGING THE GRAPH TYPE 


If the type of graph that you have drawn is unsatisfactory for some 
reason, you can change it easily. Under the * Graph” menu you will find 
options called *Bar/Line” and “Pie chart”. If your graph is one of the 
”“multi—variable” types then ” Pie chart” is replaced by * Stacked bar”. If 
your graph is a “Point & figure chart” then these options are not 
available. 


To change the type of graph, just select the appropriate option that 
determines which one you want. Notice also that if you are drawing a 
line graph then be sure to set the “Show points” option to the setting 
you like. If a tick is shown next to the option then a shaped point will be 
plotted at each point. 


lf your graph is a bar or a pie—chart, then the *Dotted” and ”Cross— 
hatch” options are relevant to you. These options are exactly the same 
as the ones that you set inside the dialogue box. 


Setting the graph type and and point option is something you should do 
before adding text Comments to the graph, as the entire graph is 
redrawn after selecting these options. 
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THE AUTO-SCALE MODES 


When ProShare—ST works out the scale for your graph, one division 
and one multiplication operation are performed. According to the rules 
of algebra it does not matter which one you do first. Unfortunately with 
computers it can be important because of the limits of precision 
involved. Normally when using ProShare—ST you will not notice 
anything. However if your graph does not seem to be drawn correctly, 
switch the auto scale option from “Auto—scale mode one” to “Auto — 


scale mode two”. 


ADDING SOME TEXT 


The facilities offered by ProShare—ST for adding text to your graph 
could not be simpler and more flexible. Basically all you have to do is 
position the mouse pointer over the graphics window and type. The text 
will appear at the mouse pointer position. That is only the start. There 
are many facilities available for changing the style, size and orientation 
of the text. 


CHANGING THE TEXT STYLE 


There are a number of different styles available for you to use on your 
text comments. These are bold, ghosted, italic, underlined and outlined. 
In addition, you are free to mix these styles as you wish, giving some 
useful, and some unreadable styles. These styles are switched on and 
off by pressing SHIFT and the function keys, or clicking on the named 


icons at the bottom of the screen. 
s—F) S—-F2 sis—Frs S-—-FS 
EOLo LIGHT BIITALIC BORDER Figure 24 


Whichever method you choose, the new status of the style will be 
reflected by the corresponding icon. The function keys are shown here. 
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SHIFT and F1: Bold text on/off 

SHIFT and F2: Ghosted text on/off 
SHIFT and F3: Italic text on/off 
SHIFT and F4: Underlined text on/off 
SHIFT and F5: Outlined text on/off 


THE TEXT ORIENTATION 


You will have noticed that when you type, the text comes out in the 
normal way, ie. left to right. By pressing SHIFT and F6, you can change 
the direction of the text by ninety degrees. Try it, you may find it useful 
for adding comments to the axis”. 


It is also possible to activate this option by clicking on the icon at the 
bottom of the screen with “ROT” written in it. 


S-FE ss a 
Figure 25, the ”Rotate text” icon 


Can you see the little arrow inside the icon ? The arrow points in the 
direction that the text will flow. 


CHANGING THE TEXT SIZE 


You are able to type your text in two sizes. The first size is the one used 
by ProShare—ST in all it’s text windows. The smaller size is the one 
used by ProShare —ST to print the scales on the “Y” axis. To change the 
size between these two, press SHIFT and F7, or click on the icon with 
“SIZE” written on it. 


S—F ? ” ‘7 3 
Figure 26, the ”Text size” icon 


Can you see the arrow inside it ? If the arrow points up, the text is large 
size. If the arrow points down, the text will be small size. 
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CHANGING THE TEXT MODE 


By default, when you type your text on to the graph, it will merge with 
whatever is already there. This is known as * merge” mode. It is possible 
to change this to “overwrite mode”. This means that the text that you 
type will obliterate anything that is already there. To toggle between 
these modes, just press SHIFT and F8, or click on the icon with 
“MODE” written in it. 


Figure 27, the ”Text-mode” icon 
MODE -M 


Can you see the letter after the MODE text ? It will either say ” MODE-— 
M” or "MODE —-O”, indicating Merge or Overwrite. 


DRAWING LINES USING THE MOUSE 


You can draw lines on the graph using the mouse by simply clicking on 
the starting and ending points of the’ line. ProShare—ST 
”“rubber—bands” the line to help you in your decision. Whilst this 
“rubber —banding” is going on, you can change the style of the line by 
pressing any key on the keyboard. There are six styles that ProShare — 
ST rotates through each time you press a key. 


If, during ”rubber—banding”, you decide that drawing the line was a 
bad idea, just move the mouse to a point outside the graphics window. 
The line will vanish, leaving the graph intact. 


DRAWING CIRCLES WITH THE MOUSE 


You can draw circles with the mouse by holding down the ALTERNATE 
key and clicking on the centre point of the circle. You can now let go of 
the ALTERNATE key. You should move the mouse left or right to change 
the radius of the circle. If you move outside the graphics window, the 
circle will be aborted. To change the style of the circle, just press any key 
on the keyboard. There are six styles that ProShare—ST rotates through 
each time you press a key. When you are satisfied that your circle is the 
correct size, press the mouse button. 
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DRAWING BOXES WITH THE MOUSE 


You can draw a box around anything in the graphics window using the 
mouse. Just press and hold the CONTROL key, then press and HOLD the 
mouse button at any of the corner points of the box. You may now let go 
of the CONTROL key, but not the mouse button. ProShare—ST now 
“ rubber—bands” a box to the size that you want. You should adjust this 
to the size of the box that you require, then let go of the mouse button. 
lf you decide against drawing the box, move the mouse pointer RIGHT 
OUT of the graphics window, and let go of the button. This option is 
highly useful for making comments stand out. 


PRINTING A KEY ON YOUR GRAPH 


If you are drawing a multi—variable graph, you can print a key at any 
time, and any position in the graphics window. Just move the mouse 
pointer to the place where you want the scale to appear, and press 
SHIFT and F9. Choose this place carefully. 


VIEWING THE ACTUAL POINT VALUES 


The following facilities are not available to pie —charts or multi—variable 
graphs. By pressing the LEFT and RIGHT arrow keys you can move a line 
from point to point on the graph. The line will be drawn from the point to 
the Y—axis, where the actual value of the point will be displayed. This 
option is best used with automatic Y—scaling switched OFF (see the 
“Preferences” option). If you decide to keep one of the scale values on 
the graph, possibly to add clarity, press SHIFT and one of the left/right 
arrow keys. The current scaling value will remain on the graph. 


To get rid of the indicator, move it right off the start of the graph 
where it first appeared. , 


SAVING THE SCREEN TO DISK 


This option allows you to make a copy of the entire screen as a DEGAS 
Elite picture. If you are going to use this option, make it the last thing 
you do because you will lose any text comments that you have made to 
the graphics window (although the picture file that you make ts entirely 
intact). : 


DEGAS Elite was one of the first drawing programs on the Atari—ST 
scene, and consequently it’s file format became a standard. You will be 
able to load your picture file into any program that supports the DEGAS 
standard. High resolution DEGAS picture files have an extension of 
” PI3”, medium resolution picture files have an extension of ”.PI2”. For 
programmers, the format of DEGAS files are explained in one of the 
appendices. 


A 
Just select the “Save as DEGAS file” option from the ” Graph” menu. 


To be able to use this option, you MUST have at least 32Kbytes of free 
memory available. See the “Free memory” option (”Extras” menu) to 
determine just how much free memory you have. This function will not 
work if you do not have 32Kbytes free. 


PRINTING THE GRAPHICS WINDOW 


This option is available to everybody who has a line printer attached to 
their ST. This function will only work correctly if you are able to obtain a 
screen dump by pressing ALTERNATE and HELP. See “Installing your 
printer” for some advice on this. 


Just select the “Print window” option from the “Graph” menu. If you 
have at least 32Kbytes of memory left ProShare—ST will only print the 
contents of the graphics window. 32Kbytes are needed because 
ProShare—ST saves the contents of the screen in a safe place before 
printing just the graphics window. If you do not have at least 32Kbytes 
of memory left, ProShare—ST will print out the entire screen. 
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CHAPTER 6 


The “Extras” Menu 


WHAT'S IT ALL ABOUT ? 


ProShare-—ST was designed with ease of use and completeness fore — 
most. Have you ever been using an application such as your favourite 
word—processor, when suddenly you find yourself needing to do one of 
those mundane and boring tasks that requires you to save your work, 
quit the application, perform the simple task, reload the application and 
your work ? All to often the answer is “yes” and that is why ProShare — 
ST has all these everyday tasks built in, ready to use, under the ” Extras” 
menu. 


CHANGING THE DEFAULT DRIVE 


The “default” drive is the disk drive that the file selector dialogue box 
looks on for it’s files when you select an option that requires you to 
access a disk drive. If for some reason you have to change to a different 
disk drive, this is the option you should use. 


Just select the “default drive” option from the “Extras” menu. You will 
get a dialogue box showing all the drive letters that you have. The drive 
currently selected as “default” will be high—lighted. Just click on your 
new choice of letter and select the “Okay” or ”Cancel” button 
appropriately. 


DISK FREE SPACE 


This is another option that uses the “default drive” (see above). Firstly, 
set the “default drive” to the one whose free space you wish to know. 
Then select the “disk free space” option from the ” Extras” menu. After 
following the prompts you will be shown the amount of free space on 
your disk as a percentage of the total space available when the disk was 
formatted. 


CREATING A FOLDER 


This could be an especially valuable option for you. It is often the case 
that you need to create a folder to place files of one type into. For 
example, it would make good sense to have a folder for all your 
“history” files, and a separate folder for all your ” portfolio” files. 


To use the option, just select the ”“New folder” option from the 
“Extras” menu. The on—screen prompts are self —explanatory and easy 
to follow, remember to pay attention to what the title bar of the file 
selector is asking you to do. 


RENAMING A FILE 


This option is the same as selecting the “Show info” option from the 
desktop’s “file” menu, and changing the name that is displayed. 
ProShare—ST makes extensive use of it’s file selector for this operation. 
Just follow the instructions that the title bar of the file selector displays. 
You will have to use the file selector twice, once to choose the name of 
the file to rename, and again to choose the new name. You may not 
choose a new name that is the same as one that already exists in the 
same folder. 


RUNNING A NEW PROGRAM 


This is a powerful option offered by ProShare—ST to enable you to run 
another program WITHOUT leaving ProShare—ST or destroying any of 
your data. Before using this option, you should be sure that the program 
you intend to run is well behaved and not likely to corrupt memory that 
it does not own. Most programs that operate using menus, windows etc. 
can be considered to be ”safe”. 


To use the option, select the ”Run process” option from under the 
“Extras” menu. After answering the initial warning, you will get a 
dialogue box as shown in figure 43. 
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Figure 43 


The two boxes labelled “EXPORT” and “FORMAT” refer to the extra 
programs supplied with ProShare—ST. The corresponding pathnames 
tell ProShare —ST where to find these programs. If the program that you 
wish to execute is not one of these two, click on the “Other” button. 
You should now use the file selector to pick the name of the program to 
run. Executable programs always have extensions of ”“.PRG” and 
“TOS”. 

lf you decided against the running of the program, just click on a 
”Cancel” button. 


lf, while running your program you get an error message telling you that 
a “resource file” could not be found, you will need to make the disk 
drive containing the program into the “default drive”. See the * Default 
drive” option described above. 


By well planned use of this option, and a lot of free memory, you could 
run your favourite word processor, write a letter and return to 
ProShare—ST with everything intact. Please don’t contact us if your ST 
crashes while using this option: that is a risk you take with this option, 
we cannot be responsible for how other peoples programs behave. For a 
really interesting effect, try running ProShare—ST again. 


AUTO VERIFYING OF DISK DATA 


It is an in—built feature of the Atari—ST that when you write data to a 
disk, the operating system reads back the data and verifies it to ensure 
that no mistakes were made. The designers of the operating system also 
made it possible for this feature to be switched off. Using the ” Disk 
verify” option on the “Extras” menu enables you to do just this. A tick 
next to the option indicates that verifying is ON. No tick means that 
verifying is “OFF”. 


Our advice to you is that you leave the verify option ON, unless you 
know better. The verify feature has been’ the subject of much 
discussion amongst ST publications. Indeed one of the authors of the 
operating system has been quoted as saying that “It’s (verifying is) a 
complete waste of time, | never do it.”. 


It should be noted that this option is not restored to it’s original state 
when you quit ProShare — ST. 


DISPLAYING YOUR FREE MEMORY 


When you run ProShare—ST it takes away a chunk of memory from the 
total that is available. If you have only half a megabyte of memory, it 
takes almost the whole lot. With larger machines quite a substantial 
amount remains. You may need to use this option before using the * Run 
process” feature. 


Simply select the ”Free memory” option from the ”Extras” menu. The 
amount of free memory is displayed in bytes. 


CHANGING THE COLOUR SCHEME 


Remember that accessory that you got free with your ST ? They called 
it the “control panel”. You could use this pretty little program to set the 
colours that your ST desktop uses. ProShare—ST allows you to set 
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these colours using the “Screen colours” option under the * Extras” 
menu. This has the advantage of using far less memory than the control 
panel. 


lf you have a high resolution monochrome monitor, the only colours you 
can have are “normal” (black on white) or “inverted” (white on black). 


If you have a colour monitor or a television then you can set all the four 
colours available by using the sliders in exactly the same manner as you 
would if you were using the control panel. 


GETTING SOME ON-LINE HELP 


lf ever you are stuck with an option, and this manual has been eaten by 
the dog then this feature is for you. Just select the ”Help !” option from 
the “Extras” menu, or hit the “HELP” key on your keyboard. If you 
should get a message informing you that the file called “HELPPRO” 
could not be found, then you should use the “Preferences” option (see 
next) to tell ProShare—ST where to find it. 


A dialogue box will appear containing a screen full of information for you 
to read. The buttons at the bottom are used to take you around the help 
file. To jump directly to a page, fill in the page number in the 
” Page: ” box and click on it. 


The help file was carefully designed to be of the greatest help to you, 
while also being readable and not too “heady”. We advise that you take 
the time to read it one day, it will help you to become familiar with what 
ProShare —ST can do. 


SETTING YOUR PREFERENCES 


While using ProShare —ST there are various things that you may like to 
set permanently, so that they are set automatically whenever you load a 
portfolio or a history file. To do this, select the ”Preferences” option 
from the “Extras” menu. You will get a dialogue box that looks like 
figure 28. 


: Expanding menu itens Window expanding boxes . 
“Graph automatic redraws ff Snap windows horizontally Bi: 
Make file backups (#.BAK) l= 
= Graph Y-scale step!25. Pixels (1=None) 
Graph grid box midth:2@_ pixels 


: Linefeeds between portfolio itenms:2_ feeds 
oi Paging step for portfolio records: 186_4 


E| HELP path: \HELP.PRO 


Figure 28 


The six buttons at the top are simple on/off switches. There meaning 
is as follows. 


Whenever you select an item from one of ProShare—ST’s menus, 
you may have noticed that a box appears to drop from the title to 
expand to the full size of the dialogue box that is to appear. For the 
inexperienced user this is reassuring. For the experienced user it is a 
pain in the neck, as it causes a noticeable delay. This button switches 
the feature on and off. 
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“Window expanding boxes” 

Whenever you open or close a new window, a box appears to expand 
from nowhere to the full size of the window, and vice-versa. This is 
reassuring for the first time user and annoying for the experienced user 
because of the noticeable delay that occurs. This buttons switches the 
feature on and off. 


Whenever you re—size the graphics window it’s contents are re—drawn 
even if it is not really necessary. If you are plotting a large number of 
points this could become tedious as you can always re—draw the 
graphics window manually by pressing the “Esc” key. If you switch this 
option off, the graphics window will be re —drawn only if it really needs 
it. 


For technical reasons, text that is drawn in windows on-screen is 
drawn much faster if the horizontal co—ordinate of the window is a 
multiple of eight pixels. Try moving some windows around with this 
option switched off to see the very noticeable difference. 


If you click and hold the mouse button over an icon, ProShare—ST 
allows you to drag it to a new position if this option is ON. If not, the 
function of the icon may auto—repeat. This also allows you to stop the 
screen getting into a complete mess with badly positioned icons. 


Whenever you save a file using ProShare —ST, a check is made to see if 
the file already exists. If it does, the file is renamed to ” FILENAME.BAK” 
before the new one is saved. This has the effect of deleting any other 
file called FILENAME.BAK. Having this feature switched on enables you 
to retrieve the previous occurrence of a file if something goes wrong. 
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Switching this feature off may save you some disk space. 


The functions of the five fields that you can edit are explained here. You 
may not leave any of the fields blank or enter a zero into any of them. 
The exception to this is the last field that requires you to enter a 
pathname, not a number ! 


When the Y-axis of a graph is drawn, the spacing of the numbers 


printed as a scale is decided using this number. The number is in pixels, 
and entering a “1” results in no scale being printed. 


If you have a background grid drawn behind a graph, the spacing of it’s 
lines can be decided with this option. Once again the value is in pixels. 


| inefeeda het Hinlin items” 


If you print out your portfolio using the “Record format” option, a 
number of line—feeds are sent to your printer after each record. On 
receiving a line —feed your printer advances the paper by one line. 


~Paging step between portfolio records” 
When you are flicking through the transactions in your portfolio, you can 
click on the shaded slider bar to advance the display by one page. One 


page is defined to be a certain percentage of your transactions. The 
default is 10% but you can change that using this option. 


This is the full GEMDOS pathname that tells ProShare —ST where to find 
the help file, which ts called ”~HELP.PRO”. For example, if “~HELP.PRO” is 
on drive “E”, in a folder called “MISC”, then the pathname should read 
”“E\MISC\HELPPRO”. Notice that you do need to finish off the 
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pathname with ”HELP.PRO”. 


The little collection of buttons at the bottom of the screen are fairly 
self—explanatory. When you select the ”“Show points” option from the 
“Graph” menu, the shape of these points is governed by this option. 


When you have decided on your new preferences settings, click on the 
“Okay” or “Cancel” buttons appropriately. There is also another exit 
button that you will have noticed. Clicking on the ” Reposition icons” 
button causes all the icons on the desktop to be returned to their 
original positions. This enables you to get out of the most unbelievable 
of visual messes. This button does not change the preferences settings. 


Whenever you save a portfolio or hiszozy rile the current settings of the 
preferences are saved as «sii. in addition to this, some other information 
is saved: 


The system colour scheiiic 

The status of the ” Disk verify” option 

The control codes in the ”Control” dialogue box 
The status of all the flags under the ” Printer” menu 
The status of the ” Text —mode” flag 

The status of the “Auto—scale mode” flag 

The currency names 

The graph grid style and direction/s 

The pathname of the ”HELP.PRO” help file 

The pathname of the EXPORT and FORMAT programs 
The ten presets used by the file selector 
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CHAPTER 7 


ProShare-ST Utility 


Programs 


WHAT UTILITIES ? 


The utility programs may be found on your working disk, in their own 
folders. Several can be found in the “EXTRAS” folder, one is in the 
“EXPORT” folder, and several more can be found in the ”DESKACCS” 


folder. 


The utility programs described in this section are all the copyright of TC 
Developments 1989. However, TC Developments do not warrant the 
utility programs to be free from errors or to be fit for the purpose 
described, although every attempt has been made to see that they are. 


THE DESK ACCESSORIES 


A desk accessory is a program that loads into memory when you reset 
the ST. It must be in the top folder of the boot disk for this to happen. 
The title of the program then appears under the DESK menu, and 
‘supposedly can be activated at any time, by any program that uses 
menus. The three desk accessories that we have supplied, COST, 
PROCLOCK and PROCALC should only be used with ST's that have at 
least one megabyte of memory. They take up too much memory on a 
half -megabyte machine. 


“COST.ACC” 


This accessory is intended to help you calculate how your taxes are 
likely to affect your investments. If you have the ”“COST.ACC” 
accessory loaded, the item you should select is called ”ProShare costs”, 
and will appear under the “Desk” menu title. On selecting this item, you 
will get a dialogue box looking like figure 44. 
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ProShare-ST cost calculator 


«cd TC Oeveloprents 19869, Mo wneuthori sed copying 


THRESHOLD PERCENTAGE HIN. CHARGE RESULTS 
STUD ey QD LT SO Gee ee a OSL AE (US Ti ED ES Se TES AE er Se AY 
(ee TSS SSO SEE SES a SRS Oe Re EES ea CPR iid GES Gee Ge aR Gre aa 
Suieseg() ote aot Ga AR er oe ee Ta (RR Gee CSD + Gy Ry Pete ce ee 


Tanti tuinng: Rane a ee ee 
Pro Shaw-ST 
(1K Developments || Figure 44 


As you Can see, there are provisions for up to six separate taxes that you 
can apply to each taxable sum. You should list them in the dialogue in 
the order that they are applied. The ” THRESHOLD” is the sum at which 
the tax comes into effect. For example, Capital Gains Tax has a threshold 
of about £6300 (this value is revised each year in the budget). 


The *~PERCENT™” field is obvious, just fill it in with the percentage 
that the tax takes. If you are specifying a fixed fee, such as a brokers 
commission, specify zero for the percentage. 


The ”*MIN/CHARGE” field requires you to enter the minimum charge 
that the tax takes. This will most often be used for brokers fees, that 
specify something like “2% min. charge £20”. In this case, the 
minimum charge is 20. If you are specifying a fixed fee, this is where 
you should type it in. 


To help you identify just what the tax/charge list is all about, you can fill 
in the “Identifying name” field to anything you like. It is sensible to make 
this field into something meaningful. 


When you have filled in the taxes and charges, and switched the 
appropriate buttons ON, all you need to do now is enter the amount to 
be taxed in the ”Value:” field and press RETURN. The box labelled 
“RESULTS” will be filled in with the amount that each tax has taken. 
Finally, the smaller box, below the “RESULTS” box, shows the amount 
that is left after all the taxes have been taken. 
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STORING TAX DEFINITIONS 


When you have typed out your tax/charge definition, it may prove 
convenient to save the definition to disk. You can do this by simply 
selecting the “Save definition” button. You should use the file selector 
in the normal manner to choose a filename for your definition file. 


Loading a previously stored tax/charge definition is just as simple, just 
click on the “Load definition” button. The file selector is used in the 
normal manner to choose the filename of the previously stored 
definition. ProShare Costs will not allow you to load something that is 
not a valid definition file. 


"PROCLOCK.ACC" 


This is a simple accessory that places a clock on the desktop that runs 
off the internal GEMDOS clock. You can set the clock using the 
“About...” option in ProShare—ST itself. You can set the rate of update 
using the utility program called ”CLKINST” (see later). Figure 29, below, 
shows ProClock in action. 


PROCLOCK uses a desktop window, of which there is a limit of seven. If 
you use PROCLOCK from within ProShare—ST, you may find yourself 
short of windows. 


“PROCALC.ACC” 


ProCalc is a desktop calculator for your use. Once again it uses a 
desktop window, taking one off your maximum of seven. Figure 30 
shows ProCalc as it appears when activated. 
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Figure 30a 


Figure 30 
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ProCalc uses the numeric keypad as shown in figure 30a. 
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To operate it, use the mouse or the keypad. It works in almost the same 
manner as a normal pocket calculator, except that you have a delete key. 


You should be aware that the calculator d 


blank display. 


The 


arithmetic operators to yield various percentage operations. 


examples shown below should serve as adequate reference. 
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ith the standard 


ion w 


t 


in conjunc 


The percent (”%”) button is used 


MULTIPLY: eg. 400 * 50 % 


nr 
The example takes 25 percent of 100 and adds it to 100, giving a final 
answer of 125. 


The example takes 41 percent of 200 and takes it from 200, giving a 
final answer of 118. 


Pai : 
~~. 


The example simply tells you what 50 percent of 400 is. 


The example tells you the percentage of 200 that 20 is. In other words, 
10. 


DATA TRANSFER USING “EXPORT” 


EXPORT allows you to transfer your data from ProShare—ST to other 
popular microcomputer programs, designed to perform other tasks. For 
example, you may want to incorporate your portfolio into your yearly 
balance sheet. To do this you will need to change your portfolio data into 
a file recognised by a popular spreadsheet. 


HOW TO USE EXPORT 


You can find EXPORT on your working disk, in the folder called EXPORT. 
To run it, double click on the file called “EXPORT.PRG”. After a second 
or three you will get a dialogue box that looks like the one shown in 
figure 34. 
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At the moment of writing, only two external file formats are supported. 
However, this number will increase as new file formats are discovered 
and implemented. Call us to find out if any new formats have been 
implemented; upgrades are free. 


The two formats supported at the present time are *.CSV” and *.SDI”. 
You can see these in the box on the left of the screen. Use the up and 
down arrow buttons to highlight the one that you want to use. In the 
box at the bottom of the screen you can see four lines of text that give a 
brief description of who uses the file format, and what for. 


You should also click on one of the “History file” or ” Portfolio file” 
buttons to tell EXPORT which type of file you wish to export from. 
When ready, just click on either ” Export” or ” Cancel”. 


Now follow the prompts that EXPORT displays for you on the top line of 
the screen, where the menu bar normally is. You will have to tell 
EXPORT which file to export from, and the name of the new file to 
export to. You are always informed of what is happening. 
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FORMATTING FLOPPY DISKS 


Formatting your floppy disks from the ST desktop gives you a standard 
format of about 360K, or 720K if you are using double sided disks. 
Another, more important disadvantage is that your disks will not be able 
to be read by IBM compatible computers although the actual disk format 
is identical. Using the ProShare—ST extended format program, you can 
squeeze that extra bit of performance from your disks by adding tracks 
and sectors. You can also make your disks IBM compatible by just 
selecting the appropriate button. 

The format program is called “FORMAT.PRG” and can be found in 
the FORMAT folder, which in turn can be found in the EXTRAS folder. 
On loading the format program, you are presented with a dialogue 
identical to that shown in figure 32. 


| = ss 3K" Disk formatter 


@ TC Developments 1989 


Figure 32 


Just fill in the dialogue box to the specification of your disk. Remember 
that formatting a disk destroys all it’s data, use with care. 
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TRACKS AND SECTORS 


All ST disk drives are designed to hold 80 tracks, but some can hold 
more. Be careful, some cannot. Standard disks have 9 sectors per track. 
Using 10 sectors per track gives you more space for data, all drives | 
have seen can manage 10 sectors per track. If you installed ProShare — 
ST on to a floppy disk, the format used contains 10 sectors per track. 


-MSDOS BOOT ABILITY 


Standard ST disks differ in format from IBM PC disks by only a couple of 
bytes. Your ST ignores these bytes but MSDOS considers them vital, 
installing your disks for an MSDOS boot will solve this minor anomaly. 
legend has it that TOS version 1.4 solves this problem, we cannot 
confirm this for sure because Atari, in keeping with tradition, announced 
TOS 1.4 eons before it’s release. 


FAST DATA TRANSFER 


All drives can handle the ” Fast” Read/Write speed selector. This uses a 
method of “Interleaving” that should make your drives go faster. 
Whether you will notice a difference is another matter, it will depend on 
the design of your disk drive. If the ” Fast” option appears disabled (light 
grey) then your ST has TOS version 1.00 which does not support the 
fast format method. Remember that tf you are using the desktop 
method of copying, ie. dragging one disk icon over another, then both 
disks must be of identical format. 


When you are finished, click on one of the buttons ”*Format” or 
“Cancel”. 
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INSTALLING “PROCLOCK™ 


The PROCLOCK desk accessory updates itself with the new time every 
10 seconds by default. Using this program, you can change that number 
of seconds to anything you like between 1 and 60. You can find it in the 
folder called “CLKINST” which is in the folder called “EXTRAS” on 
your working disk. The tiny dialogue box looks like figure = 4 


Pro-Clock installation 


~Wait 18 seconds between updates 


Before you run this program, you MUST ensure that the program 
”“PROCLOCK.ACC” is in the same folder as CLKINST.PRG. This is 
necessary because CLKINST directly modifies PROCLOCK.ACC. This 
also means that your disk should have it’s write protect hole closed. 
Always work on a backup, never write to your original disk. 


Figure 31 


When you have done this, double—click on CLKINST.PRG and you 
should get the dialogue box above. just edit the number of seconds that 
is displayed using the keyboard. Then click on one of the buttons 
“Install” or “Cancel”. 
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CHAPTER 8 


Using Teletext To 
Obtain Share Prices 


INTRODUCTION 


ProShare —ST is able to interface with the Microtext teletext adaptor, 
allowing you to totally automate the tedious process of entering share 
prices manually each day. As you may know, both the CEEFAX and 
ORACLE services broadcast a selection of share prices on BBC2 and 
Channel 4 respectively. It is these prices that you can capture and 
analyse using ProShare — ST. 


SETTING UP 


All the files you need are contained on disk 3 of the supplied master 
disks. The files listed below should be copied to the same disk/directory 
as the ” TELETEXT.INF” file that the Microtext software uses. See your 
Atari manual for information on copying files. (Advanced users please 
note that the TELETEXT.INF file can be put in either of the directories 
pointed to by the PATH and INF environment variables). 


DOWNLOAD.PRG 

DOWN__HI.RSC * High resolution monitor users only 
DOWN__MED.RSC * Medium resolution displays only 
EXECFILE.TTP 


Please note that the disk that you copy these files on to MUST be 
write—enabled. There is now just one more step that must be performed 
before you can run the software. 


You must decide which shares you are interested in, and create a new 
history file with these share names in it. The names must be identical to 
those quoted on the teletext service, although upper/lower case 
differences are not important. If you are unsure how to do this, there are 
many example history files on the master disk. Once created, this history 
file must be in a place immediately accessible to the download program. 
For users with one disk drive, this means that it must be on the same 
disk as ” DOWNLOAD.PRG”. Those with two disk drives may put it on a 
disk in their other drive if they so desire. Hard disk owners can put it 
anywhere on the hard disk. 
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Please note that it is not necessary to separate shares that you get 
from teletext, and those that you enter manually. ProShare —ST ignores 
shares that it cannot find on teletext, or shares that do not match a filter 
(if you are using filters). 


You are now ready to run the download software. 


DOWNLOADING SHARE PRICES 


There are two ways to download share prices. The first method is 
simple and user—friendly, offering a large amount of features. This is the 
method that we shall explain first. To ensure that you get the closing 
share prices, it is advisable to use these programs after 5:30 in the 
evening. 


To load the downloader, ensure that you are using medium or high 
resolution, and double-click on ”“DOWNLOAD.PRG”. You will be 


presented with a screen like that below. 
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OPTIONS 


Page Search Selection = = 


From [ol 221 ][9] to [ell 223 |[o} 


the arrows to change the numbers, or click on the numbers themselves 
to directly modify the values. It doesn’t matter which is the higher of the 
two numbers, the program will sort them into the Correct order of 
precedence. 


These numbers set the first and 
last pages that should be 
searched for share prices. Use 


During the download process, 
you are informed of any shares 
found, and, if applicable, the 


Printer Output = 
EEE [Parallel 


change from the previous price. If you wish this information to be sent 
to your printer as well, click on ”Parallel” or “Serial” depending on 
which port your printer is connected to (if you don’t know, ” Parallel” is a 
Safe bet). 


This is where you enter the full 
pathname of the ProShare—ST 
history file to be scanned for 


History Pathnane 
F: \UNTITLED. PR2 


matches with the teletext data. If the file is in the same directory as the 
downloader, then you need only enter the filename. The BACKUPS 
button, if selected, causes your old history file to be renamed with a 
”“,BAK” extension before the new one is created. 


The IGNORE CASE button, if selected, causes upper and 
lower case letters to be treated as one. For example, 
“Hickson” =” HICKSON”. The ON button switches share 


name filtering on and off. See below for an explanation of filtering. 
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FILTERS 


Filter Nanes If you decide to use filters, this is where you enter 


them. Only names entered in this list will be 
|_| matched with those from teletext, which are then 
searched for in the history file. You may have a 
maximum of 100 filters at any one time. To add a 
new filter, click anywhere in the large box. You will 
be presented with the dialogue box below. 


To add a filter, type it's name 
exactly as it appears on teletext 
and click on “Add”. The “Amend” 


U 
Filter Name! BAT Inds. 


button changes the name of the filter that you clicked on. The “Delete” 
button deletes the selected filter. The “Wipe” button deletes all the 
filters in the list. “Cancel” aborts the selection dialogue. 


Options This menu ttem allows you to set some extra 
Set options q options, shown in the dialogue box below. 


Opting to get the date from 


teletext is essential if you do 
not have a battery backed up 
clock inside your computer. Under very bad reception conditions, this 
date can be corrupted, that is why we recommend that those with a 
correct internal clock in their computer use the ” Internal” button. 


Get date fron... BOUMtny 
Date warnings... Be 


Date warnings are produced when a share price is found, and the 
date is less than or equal to the last price in the list. If these warnings 
annoy you and you know they should be occurring, then you can switch 
them off. However, we recommend that you do leave the warnings on. 
Please note that switching the warnings off does not force the invalid 
price and date to be inserted in the list. 
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The GO button causes downloading to commence and 
should not be selected until all the above options have 
~ been correctly set. 
The AUTO button runs your AUTOLIST.DAT file. See 
the next section for an explanation of how to create and 
use an auto file. 


LOAD and SAVE allow you to store and retrieve the settings of the 
options detailed above. We recommend a file extension of ”.SET” for 
these files. Keeping a small library of settings files can greatly simplify 
the selection process. 


The CRC button, if selected, uses a special algorithm to ensure the 
accuracy of the teletext pages. We strongly recommend that this button 
is left selected. 


The KEEP button, if selected, allows you to store all the downloaded 
- pages, in a directory for archival purposes. To set this directory, double — 
click on the KEEP button. Pathnames such as ”A:\PAGES” and 
”A:\PAGES\” are both valid. The format of these pages is the same as 
the “Compact” format used by the Microtext software. The filenames 
of each page are made up of various bits of information laid out like this. 


~"DDMMYYsc.ppp” 


where “DD”, “MM”, “YY” are the day month and year respectively. "s” 


is the sub—page code, indicated by an upper case letter. “c” 1s the 
channel number and ” ppp” is the page number. 


When all options are correctly set, ensure the Microtext adaptor is 
plugged in and switched on, then click “GO”. 


HELP 


Should you require help during the operation of the program, simply 
position the mouse pointer over the object you wish to be helped with 
and press the HELP key. 
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THE SCRIPT PROCESSOR 


Using the script processor directly is the second and most powerful 
method of downloading prices from teletext. However, it is not the 
easiest method to understand but with a little patience your efforts will 
be well rewarded. 


The script processor is called “EXECFILE.TTP”, and can be found on 
the master disk. In addition to this, you will need a text editor or word 
processor that is capable of outputting ASCII files. Normal ”.DOC” files, 
a la First Word Plus are not suitable. 


WHAT IS A SCRIPT FILE *? 


A script file is simply a file containing a list of commands that the 
processor interprets, a bit like a simple programming language. You can 
only place one command on each line, and there are no jumps allowed. 
In other words, we start reading at the top and end at the bottom, taking 
no diversions along the way. 


HOW ITO USE IT 


From the GEM desktop you need only double-click on 
”“EXECFILE.TTP”. When the “Open Application” box appears, just enter 
the name(s) of the script file(s) to execute and press RETURN. The. 
example below will execute CEEFAX.SCP and then ORACLE.SCP. 


OPEN APPLICATION 
Hame: EXECFILE.TIP 


Parameters: 
ceefax.Scp Dac be vse pcc See 
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If you don’t enter any names into the ”Open Application” box then the 
processor will attempt to read the filenames from “AUTOLIST.DAT ”. 


AUTOLIST.DAT ? 


The “AUTOLIST.DAT” file is simply a text file Containing a list of 
script filenames to be executed by the processor. Each filename should 
be on a separate line. Using this feature means that the entire daily 
download process can be done by one double —click and one key press ! 


THE COMMANDS 


Each command is entered on a separate line of the script file and may 
consist of a single word or several words and/or numbers. When you use 
a command that sets a parameter or value, that value remains in effect 
until the next use of that command. Commands may be entered in upper 
or lower case, or a mixture if you prefer. If you enter an invalid command, 
it will be simply ignored. The processor does not reports errors in the 
syntax of your commands, it just ignores the command and goes on to 
execute the next line. 


The following commands are all valid for use with the processor. 


* 


Ht ; 
Any line starting with one of the above three symbols will be treated as 
a comment and ignored by the processor. 


FROME 10:2 
SYNTAX: FROM PAGE1 TO PAGE2 


This sets the range of pages that will be searched by the processor 
for share prices. PAGE1 may be larger than PAGE2, the processor will 
sort out the correct order of precedence. 


Page / 


TO 


SYNTAX: TO PATHNAME 


This sets the name of the history file that will be updated with the 
new share prices. You should enter a full pathname here if necessary. 


FILTER” 


SYNTAX: FILTER ON/OFF 


The filtering feature can be switched on or off using this command. 
Note that any use of this command Clears all 100 filters. One way to 
clear all the filters without changing the setting of the filter flag is to just 
enter the command FILTER with no parameters. 


aa eta 
SYNTAX: +filtername 
SYNTAX: —filtername 


These two commands add a new filter to the list, or take a filter from 
the list. You may have a maximum of 100 filters and the case sensing 
flag is relevant here. 


SENSECASE 


SYNTAX: SENSECASE ON/OFF 


This command simply tells the processor whether or not to ignore 
case differences when comparing share names. If switched OFF, then 
case differences are ignored. 


CHANNEL 
SYNTAX: CHANNEL BBC1/BBC2/ITV1/CHN4 


This command sets the channel that should be searched for price 
information. This is normally BBC2 or CHN4. 
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PRINTER 


SYNTAX: PRINTER OFF/PAR/SER 


This command sets whether the printer is active or not. ” PAR” is the 
parallel interface, “SER” is the serial interface. Price reports and 
“ECHO” commands are reported to the printer. If the printer is off—line 
when some data is to be sent to it, the processor will skip printing the 
entire line. 


ECHO 


SYNTAX: ECHO “string” /«date> 


Echo prints the text string in quotes to the screen and optionally to 
the printer. Text strings consisting of a single word need not be placed 
within quotes. ECHO <date> (literally) prints the date and time on the 
screen, and optionally, the printer. 


PAUSE 


SYNTAX: PAUSE 


Pause simply suspends execution of the script and waits for a key to 
be pressed. This command is useful for suspending execution of a script 
while a disk is changed, for example. 


CRC 


SYNTAX CRC ON/OFF 


This command sets the CRC error checking on or off. We recommend 
that this option be left on under normal circumstances. 


Page 9 


BACKUPS 


SYNTAX: BACKUPS ON/OFF 


The “BACKUPS” command sets the history file backup facility. If set 
ON. old history files will be renamed with a ”.BAK” extension if there is 
a name clash during writing (very likely). The old ”.BAK” file (if any) will 
be lost. | 


SAVEPAGES 


SYNTAX: SAVEPAGES ON/OFF 


This command specifies whether the downloaded pages are to be 
saved, in compact format, for archival purposes. See previous section 
for an explanation of the filename format. Always use this command in 
conjunction with the ” PAGEPATH” command. 


PAGEPATH 


SYNTAX: PAGEPATH PATHNAME 


This command sets the pathname that all saved pages are kept in. 


The trailing slash (”\"”) may or may not be included. This should always 
be used in conjunction with the ”SAVEPAGES” command. 


DATEFROM 
SYNTAX: DATEFROM TELETEXT/CLOCK 


This command sets where the processor should get today’s date 
from. Because the teletext date is not subject to a CRC check, you 
should use the CLOCK option if you have a battery backed up internal 
clock that you know Is correct. 
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WARNINGS 


SYNTAX: WARNINGS ON/OFF 


Warnings are produced by the processor when the new date is less 
than or equal to the previous date (if applicable). If these annoy you and 
you know they should exist then you can switch them off. However, we 
recommend that these are left on. 


COPY 


SYNTAX: COPY sourcefile destfile 


COPY simply copies the file specified by ”sourcefile” to the new file 
"destfile”. Both ”sourcefile”’ and ‘“destfile’ must be complete 
pathnames. That is, they must end with a filename, not a directory as 
this is a simple copy that cannot handle wildcards or directories. 


DEREE 


SYNTAX: DELETE filespec 


This is a file delete command that deletes the filename(s) specified 
by ’filespec”. Wildcards are supported without warnings, so take Care. 


RENAME 


SYNTAX: RENAME oldname newname 


This final file management command renames the file ”“oldname” to 
the name ”“newname”. 


DOWNLOAD 


SYNTAX: DOWNLOAD 


This is the command that does the download from teletext. All the 
above parameters should be set to the correct values before this 
command ts called. 
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EXAMPLE 


There are two example script files on the master disk, 
“CEEFAX.SCP” and “ORACLE.SCP”. They show how to download to 
multiple files from teletext. The fragment below shows a part of one of 
the script files. 


% ProShare-ST CEEFAX downloader script file 


echo "Downloading CEEFAX share prices" 
filter ott 

sensecase off 

channel BBC2 


printer off ' change this for printer report generation 
CRC on 
backups off ;} change for *.BAK generation 


savepages off 
datefron teletext 
Warnings on ' useful for visual checks 


from 221 to 221 
to CEEFAX\CEEFAX_A.PR2 
download 


MICROTEXT 


The Microtext adaptor greatly simplifies the day to day process of 
inputting share data. The adaptor can be obtained from Microtext 
Ltd. at, 


7 Birdlip Close, 
Horndean, 
Portsmouth, 


Hampshire PO8 9PW 


Telephone 0705 595694 
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APPENDIX A 


Advanced 
Applications 


ADVANCED APPLICATIONS 


The history section of ProShare—ST has been made as flexible as 
possible, to allow you to track the prices of almost anything. For 
example, you could follow the price of unit trusts, or gilts. 


lf you have a pocket calculator, you could even keep a record of the 
price of your shares relative to the one of the FT indices. You can then 
plot this relative price, on the same chart as the actual price. This chart 
will show you quite clearly whether your share is defeating the market 
average or falling against it. 


lf the average share in your field is moving up, and yours is falling, 
perhaps it’s time to worry. However if you find one that is soaring up 
above the average, perhaps you should consider taking some action 
while the going is good. If you find yourself capable of spotting these 
trends at an early stage, you obviously have an excellent feel for markets 
and should do well. 


lf you are following a share that fluctuates quite wildly, you may like 
to keep a separate record of the LOG of the price. This means that the 
price of a share will have to work a lot harder to make a real difference 
on the charts. You will need a scientific calculator to calculate 
logarithms. 


Now the question that could make all the difference, are you really 
serious about the stock market ? If the answer to this is yes, you are 
going to have to work hard. As any book will tell you, investment is not 
for the lazy. The stock market is just like any other market, and is 
amazingly susceptable to rumours. If you don’t believe me, just watch 
what happens when someone whispers the magic words, “hostile 
takeover bid”. To be a success you need to be either amazingly lucky, or 
you need to keep ahead of future trends in the market. The charting 
- section of ProShare—ST provides you with all the tools of the trade, all 
you need to do is to be able to interpret charts for what they are, and 
what they mean. Certain chart patterns have become common-— place 
and frequently occur in day—to-—day share fluctuations. The next 
section illustrates several of these patterns, and informs you of what 
they might mean. 
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THE TRENDLINE 


Figure 32a 


1986 1987 1988 1989 


Trendlines occur when a large institution or institutions are determined 
to acquire shares in a company. They will buy a quantity, wait until more 
become available, then buy more. According to the economic laws of 
supply and demand, the price will steadily rise as the supply diminishes. 
The steady climb represented by this pattern should not be confused 
with the fiery enthusiasm that go’s hand-in-hand with hostile 
takeover bids where demand for shares shoots through the roof. 


Naturally, this trend can be reversed, indicating some third party 
wanting to unload a significant quantity of shares. In this case, it is the 
buyers that the institution has to find. 


THE CURVE 


A completely innocuous looking chart pattern, the curve is the last of 
the slow, gradual changes shown in this appendix. A curve indicates a 
turnaround, a change in sentiment occurring over a period of time. 
Perhaps the company is changing its image, or certain trade statistics 
are beginning to turn around, for example. It follows that because it Is 
devoid of drama, it is more reliable. 
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THE “HEAD & SHOULDERS” 


This is the first pattern that occurs because of excess enthusiasm. At 
‘1’, the enthusiastic buying pauses as sellers see an opportunity. Soon 
the buying retakes the lead and reaches a new high at ‘2’. Unfortunately, 
this is as high as it gets as the buyers are mostly satisfied. When the 
price hits ‘3’, some buyers think their time has come and force the price 
up again. Ideally, this new high is not as high as ‘1’. This is the start of 
the sellers market as the price slides into new patterns. 
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1986 1987 1988 1989 Figure 32c 
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THE “REVERSE HEAD & SHOULDERS” 


1986 1987 1988 1989 Figure 32d 


This is really the precise opposite of the “Head & Shoulders”, indicating 
the bottom of the market. This time excess selling causes the rises at ‘1 
and ‘3’. Once again, ‘3’ should be the same as, or higher than ‘1’. ‘2° 
should be the lowest of them all, or about the same as ‘T’. 


THE “DOUBLE TOP” 


. 
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Figure 32e 
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a 
This pattern shows a share rising fast towards a high at ‘1’. Here the 
buying has run out of steam, overwhelmed by the pressure from sellers. 
At ‘2’, the sellers are overtaken by renewed pressure from buyers, who 
take the share to a new high at ‘3’. If this high is higher than ‘1° then it ts 
obvious that it is the buyers who still retain the upper hand, the share 
still has some rising to do. If the high at ‘3’ is less than that at ‘1’, the 
buyers are defeated and the share is about to fall fast as buyers now 
become sellers to take profit, or cut losses 


THE “DOUBLE BOTTOM” 


125 


168 


73 


1986 1987 1988 1989 Figure 32f 


This is the reverse of the double top, except that it is sellers that initially 
are pushed back under the weight of the buyers. This is only a 
temporary defeat, however, as the sellers force the price down to the 
second low at ‘3’. If this low is lower than that at ‘1’, then it’s bad news, 
the sellers have retaken the advantage and the price continues to fall. If 
the new low at '3’ is lower than that at ’1, the buyers have stolen the 
initiative and are forcing a turnaround in the share’s fortunes. 


RESISTANCE LINES 


Resistance lines are one of the easiest patterns to spot on a chart. They 
indicate a large seller selling his shares at a fixed price whenever a buyer 
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appears. This is the type of pattern shown in figure 32g. If, after the 
pattern has ended the price rises, then the seller has successfully 
unloaded all his stock. If the price falls, the chances are he has failed, 
and the price will head downwards. The reverse of this pattern is also 
true, (not illustrated) where a buyer buys shares at a specified price. 
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THE “FLAG” 


Figure 32h 


1986 1987 1988 1989 
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The flag pattern occurs when large numbers of buyers and sellers 
compete over the same share. Wild swings in the price at the start 
indicate the buyers and sellers coming to terms with each other. 
Eventually the swings become less dramatic as the buyers and sellers 
come to understand each other. Eventually someone has to win, and 
that is indicated by the direction of the final swing at the end of the flag 
shape. Figure 32h shows a buyers win. figure 32i shows a sellers win. 
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APPENDIX B 


Installing your 
printer 


COMPATIBILITY 


Using a printer with ProShare—ST should be simple, because almost all 
of the data sent to a printer is text only. The general rule for 
compatibility is this: If you can use your printer from the desktop to print 
text, using only the standard desk accessories to install it, then you can 
use your printer with ProShare —ST. We have tested ProShare—ST with 
a variety of printers, including dot—matrix and lasers with 100% 


SUCCESS. 


lf you have a half —megabyte machine, there will not be room for these 
desk accessories. That is why we re—wrote the bits relevant to printing, 
and put them in the ” Install printer” option under the “Printer” menu. 
Just fill in the dialogue (figure 36) as you would if you were using the 
standard accessories. 


Figure 36 


There is one part of ProShare—ST that uses graphics: the ”Print 
window” option for graphs. If you can get a graphics dump using the 
ALT—HELP key combination, using only the supplied accessories, then 
you can use the “Print window” option successfully. Use the same 
option as described above to install your printer. | 


The most common complaint is that the dump is twice as wide as it 
should be, missing out the right of the picture. If this is the case, select 
the ~Epson standard” button. 


nn 
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DIRECT PRINTER CONTROL 


One of the few advantages that the old eight—bit micros had over the 
ST, was that you could send control codes to your printer very easily, 
just a line or two of BASIC would do it. Even the latest printers that 
utilise friendly “front panel” controls cannot offer the flexibility of the 
“Control” option that you can find under the “Printer” menu. The 


control dialogue box is illustrated in figure 37. 


Figure 37 


The editable fields on the left of each named button contain the hex 
codes necessary for telling your printer to do something. You can edit 
these to your own printer's configuration. The supplied codes are 
correct (we think) for all Epson standard printers. To send a code, just 
click on it’s box. Ensure that your printer is installed correctly and is on— 
line before doing so. 


All the hex codes that you enter are saved along with the 
“preferences” data each time you save a file. You will find a list of all 
your printer’s control codes in your printer manual. You will also find 
explanations for the sometimes cryptic names used in the boxes. 


The “Auto—flush of printer buffer” button determines whether a 
Carriage return is sent after each control code. On most printers a 
Carriage return forces the printer to empty it’s internal buffer, thereby 
activating the codes you have sent. 
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LINEFEEDS & CARRIAGE RETURNS 


The two options labelled “Send CR’s” and “Send LF’s” under the 
“Printer” menu are quite important. When ProShare —ST has sent a line 
of data to your printer, it sends a CR and an LF (Carriage Return and Line 
Feed). The carriage return brings the printer’s head back to the start of 
the line, and the line feed causes the paper to move up a line. Some 
printers, on receipt of a carriage return, automatically feed the paper up 
a line. If your printing appears double spaced, then you have one of 
these printers. To rectify matters, switch the “Send LF’s” option off. 


FORMFEEDS 


When an entire page of data has been printed, ProShare—ST sends a 
form feed to your printer. This causes the paper to be advanced past the 
perforations to the next sheet. If you are using cut sheets then this 
option may not be wanted. Just click on the *Formfeeds” option, under 
the “Printer” menu. A tick indicates that form feeds will be sent, no tick 
means no form feeds. 


PAUSES BETWEEN PAGES 


This option is for those of you who are not using continuous paper, but 
cut sheets instead. With this option switched on, ProShare—ST will 
pause after every page and print a message telling you to change the 
paper. This message is printed after the form—feed is sent (see previous 
option). The menu item is called “Pauses”, and can be found under the 
”Printer® menu. 


PRINTING TO A DISK FILE 


This is the final option to do with printing. By default, ProShare—ST 
sends all printed data to the printer. You can however change this to 
enable you to print to a disk file. When printing to disk, a file selector will 
appear every time you select a print button from one of the dialogue 
boxes. The file selector will ask you for the name of the disk file that you 
wish to print to. 
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The file will contain an EXACT image of the data that would 
otherwise be sent to the printer. You can use this option to merge data 
output from ProShare—ST with any other program that has an option to 
import ASCII text files. It would be prudent to switch off the ”Form— 
feeds” option before printing to disk. The form—feed code is not really 
an ASCII printable character. 


There are a couple of options that will print to the printer regardless 
of whether you have chosen disk printing or not. The *Print window” 
option always prints to the printer, and so does the “Control” option. 


To set the “Print to disk” facility, click on the * Disk file” option, 
under the ”Printer” menu. To set the print to printer option, click on the 
“Printer” option under the ” Printer” menu. 
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APPENDIX C 


The keyboard 


shortcuts 


KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS 


All important options under the “File”, “Edit”, “Portfolio” and ” History” 
menus can be activated by a keypress as well as with the mouse. The 
keyboard shortcut is printed next to the option itself, with ”” meaning 
that you have to hold down the CONTROL key, and the little box 
character meaning that you have to hold down the ALTERNATE key. As a 
general rule, all portfolio options are activated with an ALTERNATE key 
and all history options are activated with a CONTROL key. For quick 
reference, a complete list is shown on the next page: 
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REFERENCE LIST 


FI 
F2 

F3 

F4 

ro 

F6 

ml 

F8 

F9 
F10 
Alt +1 
Alt+A 
DEL 
AIt +E 
Alt +F 
Alt+S 
Alt+G 
Alt+X 
Alt+D 
Alt+C 
Alt +T 
Alt +P 
Ctri+l 


Ctrit+A 
Ctri+E © 


Ctrl+F 


Load portfolio 
Save portfolio 
Load history 

Save history 
Show portfolio 
Show history 
Abandon portfolio 
Abandon history 
Manual select 
Manual de —select 


Show information 


Add, update, amend 


Delete record/item 
Extra payments 
Search & select 
Sort transactions 


Graphical analysis 


Analyse shares held 


Directly goto no. 
Change currency 
Change title 

Print transactions 
Show information 


Add, update, amend 


Expand window 
Search & select 


(File) 

(File) 

(File) 

(File) 

(Edit) 

(Edit) 

(Edit) 

(Edit) 

(Portfolio or history) 
(Portfolio or history) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 

(Portfolio or history) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 
(Portfolio) 

(History) 

(History) 

(History) 

(History) 
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Ctri+S Sort names/items (History) 
Ctri+O Check item order (History) 
Ctri+P Print items/names (History) 
Ctri+G Graph performance (History) 
Ctrit+H Point & fig. chart (History) 
Ctri+C Control printer (Printer) 


There are also two keys that can be pressed at any time, they always 
have the same effect. 


Ctri+Z Closes the active window. Same as clicking the close 
box 

Ctri+X Equivalent to clicking the full box on the active 
window 
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APPENDIX D 


The ”Text—mode” 


menu 


THE “TEXT-MODE” OPTIONS 


The “text mode” menu is very simple, it contains only two options that 
represent a choice. Whenever ProShare—ST performs a search, or a sort 
that involves letters of the alphabet, it looks at the state of this option. If 
you select the “A—Z, a—z same” option, ProShare—ST treats capital 
letters the same as small letters. If you select the “A—Z, a—z different” 
option, ProShare—ST treats capital letters as different to small letters. 
For the purpose of the comparison, capital letters are considered lesser 
than small letters. 


The state of this option is saved with the “” preferences” data. 


Text-mode 


A-Z, a-z different Figure 3/4, 


the ”text-mode” menu 
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THE FILE SELECTOR 


The file selector is the special dialogue box that pops up every time you 
need to perform an operation that involves a disk drive in any way. It 
provides an easy to use, helpful method of selecting files. At least that’s 
the theory behind the file selector. Unfortunately, the built in file selector 
has limitations to say the least, and can be infuriating to use. That is 
why we have taken the time to design a replacement for use in 
ProShare—ST. The diagram below shows the file selector in use. 


Figure 38 


The very top box contains a line of text that is there purely to remind 
you what you should be doing with the file selector. 


THE PATHNAME 


The line below shows the current pathname whose files are being 
displayed in the main box. For your convenience, we have left this field 
editable. Under normal circumstances you should not have to edit this 
field at all. If the current pathname becomes too long to be displayed, 
you can use the left and right arrows to view the part of the pathname 
that you desire. 
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THE DISK DRIVE LIST 


The column of letters on the left represent the disk drives that you have 
connected to your computer. Clicking on one of these boxes changes 
the active drive accordingly. The lower of these boxes, labelled ”~G:” is 
editable. You can change this to any drive letter that you please. You will 
find this useful if you have drives that are not in the range A: to E:. 


THE “FILE” FIELD 


The “File:” editable field contains the name of the file that is currently 
selected. If you are performing an operation that requires a file, this is 
where it’s name is displayed. 


THE FILE EXTENSIONS 


The four boxes directly below this field represent the most common file 
extensions used by ProShare—ST, together with one that is editable. To 
activate one of these extensions, just click on it. The extension in the 
box that you clicked on will become the filter that is used in deciding 
which files are displayed in the main display box. 


THE TEN PRESETS 


The box below the extensions contains the most useful and innovative 
feature yet seen in a file selector. If you have a hard disk drive, or even a 
floppy containing a large number of folders, then you will know what a 
pain it can be to find your most useful files. That is where these 
“presets” come in useful. To store the pathname of a file in a preset, 
just drag it from the main display with the mouse, and drop it over the 
preset display box (that’s the one with arrows at both ends). By using 
the up and down arrows, you can change the current preset to any one 
of the ten that are available. To recall a preset, just click on the preset 
display box. The ten presets are saved out with the “preferences” data 
whenever you save a file to disk. To clear a preset, click on the box that 
contains the “close” symbol. 
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WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED... 


When you have finished using the file selector, you can cancel your 
selection by clicking on the ~Cancel” button, or you can confirm it by 
clicking the “Okay” button. Alternatively, you can double — click on the 
file you require: This has the same effect as clicking the ” Okay” button. 


DISK & FILE INFORMATION... 


Clicking on the “Info...” box serves two purposes, depending on what is 
being displayed in the ”File:” field. If the name in this field exists in the 
current folder then you will be presented with this files vital statistics. If 
the name does not exist, then you will be presented with the vital 
Statistics pertaining to the active drive instead. 
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APPENDIX F 


How to fill ina 
dialogue box 


DIALOGUE BOXES 


ProShare—ST makes very extensive use of GEM’s dialogue boxes. 
These “boxes” are best thought of as forms that you must fill in, telling 
ProShare—ST what to do. In fact, filling in a dialogue box is far easier 
than filling in a paper form because mistakes are easily rectified. 


USING THE MOUSE IN A DIALOGUE 


The mouse can do almost everything in a dialogue box, it can be used to 
select any of the buttons that are on display, it can also be used to move 
the cursor around. Clicking on an ordinary button makes it active and 
indicates a choice to ProShare —ST. This can be compared to ticking one 
of a selection of boxes on a paper form. 


Clicking on a part of the dialogue where typing is allowed moves the 
cursor to that field, ready for your keyboard input. 


Note that clicking on one of the buttons that has a shadow around it will 
terminate the dialogue box. Action will then be taken depending on 
which of the buttons you clicked. 


TYPING IN A DIALOGUE 


Some parts, or fields, in a dialogue box are designed to accept typed 
input from you. There may be one or more of these such fields. To enter 
text into these fields, just simply type what you require. ProShare —-ST 
will not allow you to type nonsensical things into these fields. For 
example, you are not allowed to type letters into a field that clearly 
requires a number. 

If there is more than one field in the dialogue, you can move the 
Cursor around by using the TAB, cursor UP, and cursor DOWN keys. 
While editing a field, the cursor LEFT and cursor RIGHT keys may prove 
useful when coupled with the DELETE and BACKSPACE keys. If you 
make a total hash of a field, press ESC to clear it and start again. 
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THE “DEFAULT” BUTTON 


One innovative and useful feature, unique to ProShare—ST, is the ability 
to change the “default” button. The “default” button is the button that 
has the largest shadow around it. A quick way of activating this button 
is to simply hit RETURN. The designers of this program have done their 
best to choose default buttons that would be of the greatest use to all. 
However, everyone has their own preference, which is why we have 
included the facility to change the “default” button. Just press 
CONTROL and RETURN enough times to move the large shadow to the 
button of your choice. Figure 38a, below, shows some examples of the 
various dialogue parts. 


‘Cancel A button, the shadow indicates that 
this button ends the dialogue. 

Graph Performance| 4 title, tells you what the 

[Graph Performance | dialogue is asking you for. 


piholcc te ‘| A selection of buttons, the highlighted 
1 Choice 3 |: button indicates your choice. 


An editable field, the underscores (‘*~") 
indicate spaces where you can type. Figure 38a 
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APPENDIX G 


Recommended 


Reading 


RECOMMENDED READING 


It goes almost without saying that serious investors should read the 
Financial Times daily. It really isn’t all that bad, the arts section is 
particularly informative. If you don’t like the idea of making the FT your 
daily, at least get a “serious” paper such as the Telegraph which covers 
business matters in detail, daily. 


There is a proliferation of publications that attempt in various ways to 
explain stock exchange investment to the beginner or the faint —hearted. 
Listed here are a few that we have come across. 


”Stocks & Shares” by Roger Hardman. 
ISBN O—86367-173-—X 
Published by the Daily Telegraph, about £6.95 hardback. 


This book is excellent, first time investors should fork out for this 
without hesitation. The section concerning chart interpretation is very 
good, and you don't get blinded by jargon. 


” How to invest successfully” by Felicity Taylor. 
ISBN 1—85091—096—0 
Published by Kogan Page, about £5.95 paperback. 


This is a must for those that don’t consider shares to be the be all and 
end all of investment. Everything from gold to forests are covered in 
detail, with special attention paid to taxes. And remember, ProShare —ST 
can follow the price fluctuations of practically anything under the sun. 
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"How the Stock Exchange Works” by Norman Whetnall 

ISBN O—905340—-10—-8 

Published by Flame, about £2.95 paperback 


This is a pocket guide, and offers excellent value for money. All though 
all important subjects appear to be covered, they are not covered in as 
much detail as may be necessary. Flick through before you buy, it may 
prove an ideal reference. 


THE TELE-SHARE SERVICE 


The Daily Telegraph offers a real—time share price information service 
called ” Teleshare”. Membership is free (although this may be a special 
offer). By dialing an 0898 number you have access to over 4000 shares 
via the Stock Exchange Automatic Quotation system (SEAQ). The only 
condition is that you need to have a telephone capable of generating 
those musical tones that the Americans use. If you don’t have one of 
these, you can buy a tone generator for about a tenner or a special 
telephone for about £25. 
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APPENDIX H. 


File Formats tor 
programmers 


ate ne tina ne 
. 


FOREWORD 


As ProShare —ST uses two new file formats, .PR1 and .PR2, we have 
included their respective formats for use by any programmers out there 
who feel the need. For completeness we have also included the format 
of DEGAS Elite picture files, this may be useful if you intend to convert 
your DEGAS files to another format. 


“PRI” files 


Longword number of records in file 
5 byte magic number must be 0x5443646576 


Space for a 31 character title, null terminated 


stream of 38 byte records, 3 types shown below 


TYPE ONE: The complete transaction 


EXPLANATION 


Name of security. Null terminator not needed. 

Word purchase date (Encoded as GEMDOS, see below) 
Sale date (Encoded as GEMDOS, see below) 

Quantity longword 


Longword purchase price (in pence* 100) 
Longword sale price (in pence* 100) 

Longword debit (in pounds * 100) 
Longword credit (in pounds * 100) 
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TYPE TWO: The incomplete transaction 


The format of the incomplete transaction is identical to the complete 
transaction except that the ”Credit” longword is set to —1. The sale 
price and sale date become undefined. 


TYPE THREE: The extra payment. 


BYTE EXPLANATION 


Word set to —1 
Longword value of extra payment (pounds* 100) 


Date of payment (GEMDOS encoded, see below) 


Null terminated comment string 


“.PR2” files 


Bye EXPLANATION 


No. of companies in main list 
6 byte magic number must be 0x414252273838 
List of x headers (where x =first longword) 


Raw data for each price list in header list. 


Format of each header... 


BYTE EXPLANATION 


Security name, padded with spaces 


long word current price (pence* 100) 
long word minimum price (pence* 100) 


long word maximum price (pence* 100) 


orice list = 


Number of prices in the 
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Format of each price in the price lists... 


BYTE EXPLANATION 
Date (GEMDOS encoded, see below) 
Longword price (pence* 100) 
Number of prices in each list=y 


All dates in ProShare —ST files are stored in the same manner as 
GEMDOS does, using a bitmapped word. The format of this word is 
show in figure 39. 


15 9 8 » 4 6 


vear-1980 | Month | | Day | | Figuress 


DEGAS UNCOMPRESSED FORMAT 


DEGAS supports two file formats, compressed (.PCx) and 
uncompressed (.PIx). ProShare —ST outputs the uncompressed form. By 
convention, high resolution files have the extension ”.PI3” and medium 
resolution files have the extension *.PI2”. This is not a rigid rule as the 
files themselves have an identification code inside them. Enough talk, 
here is the format. 


EXPLANATION 


Word resolution code (O=low, 1=medium, 2 =high) 
...Ssame as the code returned by Xbios Getrez() 


16 words from the colour palettes. Use Setcolor(x, —1) 
32000 bytes from the video display. Use Physbase() 


APPENDIX I 


Some EPSON 


standard printer 
codes 


The codes listed below are some of the more popular ones associate 
with Epson printers and their compatibles. The codes may be entered as 
shown into any of the ”Ctrl:” editable fields in ProShare—ST. 


REFERENCE LIST 


Od 
0a 


1b,4d 
1b,57,01 
1b,57,00 
1b,53,00 
1b,53,01 
1b, 54 
1b, 45 
1b,46 
1b,47 
1b,48 
1b, 2d,01 
1b, 2d,00 
1b,34 
1b,35 
1b,38 
1b,39 
1b,40 


Carriage return 

Line feed 

Release compressed mode 
Release double—width mode 
Feed paper to top of form 
Execute horizontal TAB 

Set compressed printing 

Set one line double width mode 
Execute a vertical TAB 

Elite pitch mode 

Set double width print mode 
Release double width print mode 
Set superscript mode 

Set subscript mode 

Release super/subscript modes 
Bold text mode on 

Bold text mode off 

Enable double strike mode 
Disable double strike mode 
Enable underline mode 

Disable underline mode 

Enable italic mode 

Disable italic mode 

Ignore paper end detection 
Enable paper end detection 


Initialize printer 
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ADDENDUM 


Additions to the 


manual 


HIGH-LOW & STOCK CHARIS 


ProShare—ST now has the capability to plot ”“High— Low” and 
"Stock” charts from your price data. Firstly ensure that the appropriate 
sub —window is open, then press either CONTROL and ‘R’ or select the 
option from the “History” menu. You will get a dialogue box that looks 


like figure al. 


Figure al 


Each bar that appears in a high low chart represents a range of data. The 
number of prices in this range is supplied by you in the dialogue. As well 
as specifying the size of the ranges, you must also specify the number 
of prices to skip over between each range. This is to allow you to plot 
data from every other week, for example. Finally, you must specify the 
maximum number of ranges that will be plotted. If this option is left 
blank, ProShare—ST defaults to a value high enough to take in all the 
prices in the list. Almost all the other features of the dialogue are the 
same as those in the normal charting dialogue. 


The one exception to this is the selection of a ”“High—Low” or 
”Stock” chart. A stock chart is very similar to a high—low chart, in that 
its data is taken from ranges. The ranges are plotted as lines rather than 
bars, and they have a point plotted on each line to illustrate the closing 
price in each range. In both types of chart, the line or bar is drawn from 
the lowest price in the range to the highest one. 


The dialogue shown above plots a high—low chart in groups of seven 
prices, with no gap between the ranges. In addition to this, there will not 
be more that twelve ranges plotted. Note that the first price to be 
plotted is always the one under the cursor. 
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It is most important that you fill in this page and return it to us as soon 
as possible, as it entitles you to free telephone support for your TC 
Developments software. We reserve the right not to offer support until 
we are in receipt of this page, thank you. 


Address: 


Postcode: 

Telephone: 

Name of software: 

Serial number: 

Where obtained: 

What do you think of this product ? 


What would you like to see produced for the Atari—ST ? 


Which national computer magazine/s do you read ? 


Please use the other side of this page to list the features that you would 
most like to see implemented in this program, together with any 
comments that you may have, thank you. 


_ TC Developments, PO BOX 15, Wetherby, West Yorkshire, LS22 4ZE 
Telephone 0937-61145 


